Unanswered Cries
(By Osman Conteh)
SUMMARY OF THE NOVEL

Chapter  1:
In this chapter the main character Olabisi finds herself spending holiday by washing dirty dishes in a large plastic bowl.

The Bondo women appear singing drumming and dancing along the road. Olabisi tries to go to watch the dancers but her mother scolds her and eventually succeeds to have a look at the Bondo women.
Makalay is not happy with the way her daughter behaves. Olabisi has a camera she uses it to take photographs from Bondo women who danced half naked. Those women are said to be circumcised though among them there is six years – old girl. Olabisi wants to get closer to them but her mother stops her and told her not to dare to get closer to them because she is “Gborka” ( uncircumcised). Olabisi becomes very surprised to hear that girls are circumcised while they are not boys. She asked her mother about it; she got slapped in her face.
Chapter 2: 

In this chapter we see Olabisi returns home from a stream with bucket of water on her head. She wants to learn how to balance it without touching it with her hands. But she fails to do so.
Rugiatu & Salay are expert bucket carriers but they   can do so without worry . Olabisi thought the girls are so different. She starts to ask them by calling them  “ Gborka”. The word “Gborka” for them is an insult they cannot tolerate it. They fight Olabisi but Olabisi was too strong to them. 
Olabisi is hit by her mother on her head and faints and later finds herself at her mother’s home. Her mother punishes her again for what she did to the two girls.

Yah  Posseh (Head of circumcisers)and Bondo women came to demand Olabisi to be circumcised. Olabisi is not ready to be circumcised, thus she plans to escape from this bad tendency.

She succeeds to escape using the back door but unfortunately she is seen by Makalay’s husband ( Dauda) who tries to chase her without success’ Olabisi disappears in thick forest .
Chapter 3:
In the thick forest Olabisi runs very hard and later she decides to stop and dashes behind the tree after  hearing the voices of two adult women and a girl. The two adult women talk to ten – years – old – girl in low tone. Olabisi frustrated .After short time suddenly the little girl breaks away from the women and runs fast but she ends in the hands of two women. They grab her hands and spread her thighs enough for circumcisers do their job; finally the girl is circumcised by using sharp object to cut her flesh from her genitals. Seeing that Olabisi screams and cries. The chapter ends up when Olabisi finds herself surrounded by  Yah Posseh  and her two daughters . 

CHAPTER 4: 

In this chapter we see Makalay is frustrated due to Olabisi’s escape from  being circumcised. She dreamt  that Yah Posseh was coming to bring vengeance from  the spirits .

She thought that she must find Olabisi. Her husband (Dauda ) comes in and finds her  on the way to find Olabisi. He tries so stop her but Makalay didn’t listen him. She goes to the forest to find Olabisi. In the  forest she meets with Pa Amadu (hunter.) She asks Pa Amadu to help her to find Olabisi and promise   him a goat if he brings Olabisi to her. 

Chapter 5:

Olabisi is in the Hands of Yah Posseh who welcomes her to Bondo camp. Olabisi is afraid of Yah  Posseh because she is very powerful superstitious. Yah Posseh demands Olabisi to be circumcised but Olabisi denies it and tell her that she will not be circumcised. Yah Posseh has a cock in her hands and slaughters in front of Olabisi. While Sowey does that Olabisi  manages to escape, Olabisi runs very hard and finds herself in the forest. She succeeds to cross crocodile liver and collides with Pa Amadu who demands the money so as to let Olabisi go free and he takes the money from Olabisi  and let her go .

Chapter 6: 

Olabisi is in Freetown at her father’s home (Ade Jones) where he lives  with his wife to be Oyah Bangura (the lawyer) she tells the whole story to his father  and Oyah. Olabisi tells her father that she will not go to her mother anymore because she wants her to be circumcised.  

Oyah interrupts and take Olabisi to the bath and speculates her over the whole matter happened to her. While the three are in their house in Freetown, Makalay comes and demands Olabisi to be circumcised. Ade denies and chases Makalay away from the house and tells her not to come again. This leads to long conflict which is later decided to be judged at the court. 

Chapter 7:
Olabisi is in full of thought over the whole situation at the court since it is her first time to appear at . She prays herself to God to help her win the case.

The Bondo women are all over the streets of Freetown. In the court Olabisi is the first to be asked  by Oyah in the  court, while for  Makalay she is helped by Salaam Sesay. Oyah asks Olabisi if she wants to be circumcised whereas Olabisi denies it . Salaam Sesay interrupts and ask Olabisi if she has a boyfriend  whereas Olabisi replied negatively while she has a boyfriend called Eddy and this is known by judge Lansana Kanu through Olabisi’s mother who speculates her and finds she is no longer virgin. She slept with Eddy more than once. Olabisi seems to be failure to control her sexual arousals thus she must be circumcised. 

Eddy appears at the court and tries to get closer to Olabisi but she tells him to stay away from her 

Chapter 8:
In this chapter we see Olabisi is in full of thoughts over when appeared in the court particularly in the issue of playing sex with Eddy. Oyah recommends that Olabisi should see the Gynecologist so as to have evidence whether she is pregnant and affected with HIV / AIDS: But later Olabisi is free from pregnant and HIV Positive .

Oyah brings a doctor called Dr. Asiatu Koroma, she examines Olabisi two days before appearing in the court. Dr. Asiatu gives long elaboration about the effects of women circumcision. Among of effect is death due to excessive blood bleeding. Finally Dr. Koroma accomplishes her witness by insisting that there is no medical reason for amputating any part of woman body.  

Chapter 9:
In this chapter we see that the court gives chance to Yah Posseh to give her arguments upon the case over Olabisi’s circumcision. She doesn’t know how to speak English. A person is chosen to interpret what Yah Posseh says to the court Yah Posseh tries to defend Bondo tradition. Yah Posseh says that there are millions of women who become wonderful wives, skill full cooks and great parents because they have been circumcised.

These arguments are strongly opposed by Oyah, and she denies them by saying it is not fact , because  all this  can be done without one to be circumcised. Finally it is Makalay’s turn. Salaam Sesay asked  Makalay if she wants  her daughter to be circumcised  and replies yes . Makalay promises Olabisi good  food, wonderful dresses if she  will be circumcised. 

There appear a little controversy between Oyah and Makalay Kamara over who is fit for daughter decision and doing. Oyah asks  Makalay how the operation is done to the woman but Makalay refused since she has taken an oath before the spirits. 

After listening the both sides judge Lansana Kanu gives last judgment by ordering that child Olabisi Jones should not be forced against her will. He hits the bench BAM ! 
Olabisi leaps to her feet with joy and hugs Oyah.

Three months later Ade and Oyah are married.
The new wife starts among the three ones. 

THEMES OF THE NOVEL
1) Ignorance 
Ignorance is seen to high extent particularly to traditionalists. Bondo women who show no sign of awareness over the risks which face the victim circumcised. E.g If death caused by high amount of bleeding  faces the circumcised women, It is said that the victim has seen Bondo spirits but they failed to face  them  ( Chapter 8).

2) Female circumcision
This is among of the bad traditions.  Female circumcision is the bad customs practiced by Bondo society. The female secret parts are mutilated and taken away. E.g (Chapter 3 Pg 29-30) “… the elderly woman   reached her hands down to the genital of the girl and secreted cut he flesh…” 
3) Superstition 

This is the one which followed and practiced by Bondo society. Most of the Bondo villagers including Makalay believed in spirits of their ancestors. Also Yah Posseh, believed to be very powerful and controlled the  Bondo’s  spirit gods. 
e.g. Yah Posseh tells Makalay  “ Bring her to the camp this evening, If you disobey, the spirits will make things difficult for you during child birth” (Chapter 3) 

4) Position Of Women 

This is also shown in this novel as women portrayed by author in various ways:
a) Women as tool for pleasure

This is shown when Ade Jones is said to spend with many girls . Also Makalay blamed Ade for the same reason of being womanizer. Also in Chapter 1 “ ………………….. if you get circumcised, you will no longer be called a gborka. You will be respected as a real woman, fit to be  the wife of paramount  Chief” Makalay tells Olabisi 
b) As a mother and care giver
This is shown by Makalay who is the mother of Olabisi. Also Oyah who takes care of Olabisi
c) As an educated person
This is shown by Dr. Asiatu Koroma who was a witness of Oyah at the court. She spoke the truth about the effects of female circumcision.

d) As a traditionalist
This is shown by Makalay, Yah Posseh and Bondo women who are strongly upholding Bondo culture

e) As an ignorant person
This is shown by all Bondo women who seem not to be aware of the effects of female circumcision.
f) As a modernist 

This shown by Olabisi who says no to female circumcision. Also Dr. Koroma and Oyah who oppose female circumcision though they were circumcised.

5) Classes
In this novel classes can be seen in two ways: 

1st class: Thos who defend and follow Bondo ancestors spirit traditions which include Bondo women, Makalay and Yah Posseh. 
2nd class: Those who condemn and masquerade women circumcision as immoral, unfair and  bad one since it has many risks to the victim . They are modernists. These are Olabisi, Oyah and Dr. Koroma 

6) Betrayal

This is shown by Salaam Sesay who fails to observe his professional career’s ethics as well as rules and laws. He betrays the society by helping Bondo women to win the case. 

7) HIV/ AIDS 

This is associated with bad traditional customs and adultery practice. Example Umu ( Dr. Asiatu’s daughter  ) got affected with HIV/ AIDS during circumcision operation 
8) POVERTY 

The problem of poverty has been shown in this novel. This is shown in the Makalay’s home. When Makalay came out from the kitchen which was made up of rusty corrugated irons. Also in chapter two we see Olabisi returns from the stream to fetch water. This means that due to poverty the villagers have no water taps.
9) Importance of Education 

People, especially Bondo women lack education on the dangers of women circumcision. They are not educated rather than superstitious. But we see Olabisi and other characters like Oyah and Dr. Koroma who got education, they are aware of negative effects of women circumcision.
CONFLICTS 

In the novel “Unanswered Cries” conflicts have been portrayed as follows: 

(a) Olabisi and Rugiatu and  Salay 

This conflict arises when Olabisi was returning home from a stream with a bucket of water on her head; she meets Rugiatu and Salay, they were also from stream fetching water. Olabisi wants to know how they manage to balance the bucket on their heads without touching them, she then called them “Gborka”. Rugiatu and Salay feel like they have been insulted and they cannot tolerate it, they fight Olabisi but Olabisi was too strong to them. 
(b) Ade Jones and Makalay 
This conflict arise in Chapter  6 of the book when Makalay demanded Olabisi to go with her so as to be circumcised at Bondo village, But Ade refuses to give her Olabisi and chased her away after long quarrel 
(c) Olabisi and Makalay 

This happens when Olabisi fights with Rugiatu and Salay and she tried to look at their private parts, then the punishment given out it was that Olabisi should be circumcised, her mother Makalay agreed with that decision but Olabisi denied the decision of her mother, then Olabisi thinks that her mother is for no use because she can not protect her. 
(d) Ade and Oyah 

This conflict can be obtained in chapter 6, where Ade and Oyah had a long conflict which Oyah  blames Ade and this habit of changing women frequently ( Womanizer). As Oyah laments that he is in love with Yamide (Ade’s girlfriend) 

(e) Modernists and traditionalists 

This is shown by Ade and Makalay, Ade refused her daughter Olabisi to be circumcised because he is aware of the effect of poor traditional practice, like that of FGM, and he did not punish his daughter for playing sex with Eddy. And Makalay is traditionalist woman who defends traditional culture, Bondo tradition of circumcising children and get them married in tender age. 
(f) Dauda and Olabisi 

Dauda, Makalay’s husband tried to catch Olabisi when she was escaping to be circumcised, she runs towards the forest but she is discovered.  Dauda was very close to her that why she sprang the bucket into his foot and fell down, he was very angry with her for that incidence. 
MESSAGE 

From this book we get the following lessons:
1. Bad traditional  practice should not be practiced to ensure good  health for girls 
2. Education should be  introduced about dangerous diseases like HIV/AIDS  and it’s effects 
3. Being educated might not help someone to solve problems.
4. Irresponsibility of parents causes conflict  within a family 
5. Changes in the society are inevitable.
6. Outdated customs and traditions underdevelop women. 
7. Women have their rights in the society.
8. Sharing unsterilized tools/objects may cause HIV/AIDs.
9. Children should be given freedom to make decision and choice.

10. Ignorance is an obstacle in bringing changes in the society.
PHILOSOPHY 

The author of this book believes that 

(i) Ignorance, superstitions and bad traditional practices are the things which persist women circumcision 

(ii) Women circumcision is very dangerous operation because might cause death or infection, especially  HIV/ AIDS 

(iii) Freedom of choice to children is very important  
FORM OF THE NOVEL 

SETTING 

Setting of this novel is in Sierra Leone during the time of post- colonial period 

· Also the city of Freetown was used in this novel 

· Also Bondo village was used. 

STYLE / TECHNIQUE 

· Author uses style of pictures in each chapter. For example in chapter one shows a camera in Chapter two shows a bucket   laid on the floor. etc 

· Also there is dialogue style. For example the dialogue between Makalay   and Olabisi in  Pg. 12 Chapter 2.

· Narrative style has been almost throughout the book to narrate the events.

· First, second and third persons have been used to unfold the story.

PLOT 

· The author uses straight forward plot to reveal his themes. Story started when Olabisi is at village and ended when Olabisi has already returned home (town) 
· The arrangement of events in this novel is clear and well organized since the chapters and illustrations about them make it  comprehensive 

· The novel has nine (9) chapters
LANGUAGE USE 

· Language itself 

The author uses simple and understandable language. Since there are no complicated vocabulary. 

· Saying 

There is use of sayings for example in Pg. 76, Chapter 9 Yah Posseh Says “……… Getting married is a challenge” Also Yah Posseh says “………… A child is a bundle of joy ………”
· Figures of speech 
(i) Metaphor for example in chapter 1 page 12 Olabisi if fourteen years but she says “……… Because I am a woman …”

(ii) Simile for example in chapter 1, pages 5 “……She sat up listening like a dog sensing the intruder………” 

(iii) Personification for example chapter 2, page 23 “ Fear gave power to her legs and she raced away  like the wind “ 
(iv) Satire for example chapter 7, page 64 “me too. I love me”  Olabisi tells Eddy 
(v) Onomatopoeia for example in chapter 9 Judge Lansana Kanu hit the bench with his gravel BAM!
(vi) Hyperbole , for example Chapter 9 page  87 “Her hair was styled to make other women  clash back to their parlours ……………..”

(vii) Barbarism for example chapter 1 page 11 Makalay says “ Subhanallah!” Also the word “ Gborka” 

(viii) Rhetorical question e.g.  In Chapter 9 page 82 “…………should we allow then?” 

CHARACTERIZATION 
OLABISI JONES
· She is the main character of the story

· She is Ade’s and Makalay’s daughter 

· She is a student 

· She doesn’t want to be circumcised 

· She is no longer a virgin 

· She is brave as she was  able to escape from being circumcised 

· She is educated and westernized 

OYAH BANGURA 

·  She is competent lawyer in Freetown 

· She is educated 

· She Stands for Olabisi at the court as the lawyer 

· She  is modernist 

· She is circumcised 

· Later she marries Ade 

EDWARD

· He was the Olabisi’s boyfriend 
· He taught Olabisi how to fight 

· He loves  Olabisi 

SALAM SESAY 
· He is  Makalay’s lawyer 

· He is educated 

· He is after money 

· He reveals the secret love between Olabisi and Eddy 

ASIATU KOROMA

· She is a doctor of women 

· She is educated 

· She is circumcised 

· She was the witness from the side of Olabisi 

· She is trustful 

ABDALRAHMAN 
· He was the first lover of Makalay 

· He died when Makalay went to complete her secondary school  education
JUDGE LANSANA KANU 

· He is the referee’s lawyer

· He is critical end unbiased 

· He orders the Bondo women that Olabisi should neither be circumcised nor forced against her will   or his father’s to undergo genital mutilation.
· He is a good leader 

MAKALAY 

· He is Olabisi’s mother 

· She  is the school teacher hence she is educated 
· She  defends Bondo traditions 

· She wants her daughter to be circumcised 

· She is superstitious 

· She is reluctant to change from bad customs 

YAH POSSEH 

· She is head of Female circumcisers (Digba Sowey)

· She is traditionalist and superstitious 

· She demands Olabisi to be circumcised 

· She speaks only mother tongue (Temne) 

· She is bad example of social leader 

RUGIATU & SALAY 

· These are Yah Posseh’s daughters 

· They are circumcised 

· They are angry with Olabisi 

· Salay is short and stocky while Rugiatu is tall and skinny 

DAUDA KAMARA 

· Makalay’s husband 

· He helps his wife  in the plan of circumcising Olabisi 
· He is traditionalist 

PA AMADU 

· The village hunter, he likes so much hunting 

· He is superstitious, he believes his armlet  which makes him visible to animals 

· He betrayed Makalay 

· He helped Olabisi to escape

ADE JONES 

· Olabisi’s father 

· He is modernist  and womanizer 

· He is angry with Makalay 

· Has no regular job 

· He loves his daughter 

· He is revolutionary and good father 

TITLE OF THE BOOK 

The title of book is “Unanswered cries” It means that inside of the book there are cries with no response. The title of the book relates to what is inside the Book, because girls are circumcised without their will; they are forced to be circumcised. But they have nothing to do with it since is their tradition they born with. So girls / women cry about circumcision but no one can stand their side and defends them. 

RELEVANCE 

The novel “Unanswered cries” is relevant to our society. The problem of bad traditions like women circumcision are still existing in our societies. For example in some Northern and central parts of Tanzania people are still practicing it . Also the freedom of choice to the children is the problem in many African societies. 
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