








| Maybe too long. Maybe
not long enough. But the
holidays always made
me think of home.




And in many ways,
Mystic Falls was
still my home.




SEE YOU, UNCLE 22

STEFAN--

BUT WHAT,
IACHZ SPIT
1T OUT.

WHAT ARE
YOU POING
HERE?

I'M JUsT
VISITING, ZACH,
I PROMISE.




I GUESS I'VE BEEN
FEELING A BIT RESTLESS
LATELY. THOUGHT I'D SEE
HOW MYSTIC FALLS WAS

FARING, THAT'S ALL.

I GUESS THAT
ANSWERS THAT
QUESTION.

WELL, I'M GLAD
TO KNOW YOURE
IN TOWN--ALTHOUGH I
WOULD HAVE NOTICED YOU
EVENTULLY. T KEEP MY
EYES PEELED FOR SIGNS
OF...YOU KNOW.

AND HAVE YOU
HEARD FROM
YOUR BROTHER
LATELY?




UNLESS
YOURE KEEPING
TRACK OF THE LOCAL

SQUIRREL POPULATION,

YOU WOULDN'T HAVE
KNOWN T WAS IN
TOWN.

I EXPLAINED TO
YOU ONCE THAT
MY DET'S A LITTLE
DIFFERENT FROM
THE NORMAL
VAMPIRE'S.

THINGS HAVE BEEN
QUIET AROUND HERE
FOR A WHILE, THAT'S ALL.
THE FOUNDERS COUNCIL

Bl MIGHT NOT EVEN KNOW A

VAMPIRE [F IT BIT THEM
IN THEIR NECKS. 4

WHAT ARE YOU
COMPLAINING ABOLT,
ELENAZ WE'VE GOT A YEAR
AND A HALF LEFT IN MYSTIC
FALLS, AND THEN WE CAN
EXPLORE THE WORLD ON
OUR OWN TERMS.
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OUR OWN
TERMS? I GUESS IF YOU
CALL GOING TO COLLEGE
ON MY PARENTS' DIME MY

OWN TERMS, THAT'S

ACCURATE.

I GUESS I'M JUST--

I DON'T KNOW--BORED,
NOTHING EVER REALLY HAPPENS
IN MYSTIC FALLS, BONNIE. MY
FAMLLY HAS LIVED IN THIS TOWN
FOR GENERATIONS, IT'S LIKE
NO ONE EVER THINKS ABOUT
THE OUTSIDE WORLD.

POOR ELENA
GILBERT--POPULAR )
CHEERLEADER, DATING |8 R SURE, BUT CAN'T
A FOOTBALL STAR, , IT WAIT UNTIL AFTER
DADPY'S A POCTOR THE PARTY? HANGING OUT
AND MOMMY-- . | WITH THE SENIORS MIGHT
: ' MAKE YOU FEEL MORE
MATURE, RIGHT?

LUGH. OKAY,

OKAY. T KNOW. I DON'T
REALLY HAVE ANYTHING TO
COMPLAIN ABOUT. CAN'T
YOU JUST LET ME WALLOW
IN SOME TEENAGE ANGST
ONCE IN A WHILE,
BONNEE?




SORRY.
T'lL BE--
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UH-HUH. BECAUSE
WATCHING DRUNKEN
FOOTBALL PLAYERS PO
KEGSTANDS IS SO
MATURE.




BESIDES--THERE
/5 SOMETHING
Q| CREEPY ABOUT
YOU TALKED THE WOODS
ME INTO IT, TONIGHT.
STRANGER. 4

HEY, LAPIES,
DON'T YOU KNOW
IT'S PANGEROUS TO GO I DONT
WALKING IN THE WOODS KNOW ABOUT
ALONE? T MEAN, SINCE HER, BUT I'lL
WERE GOING TO THE £S5l TEE 2 M TAKE A RIDE.

SAME PLACE--

YEAH? T'VE BEEN
PLAYING IN THESE
WOODS SINCE T WAS
BORN. [ GUESS THEY
FEEL TOO MUCH LIKE
HOME TO BE TOO
CREEPY.







YOUVE GOT TO Y
ADMIT THIS SHOULD
BEAT THE TOWN'S

WINTER wzw,

) SURE, SURE.
ALTHOUGH THE MONEY
RAISED BY THE TOWN

GOES TO CHARITY,
NOT TOWARDS
ANOTHER KEG.

DONOVAN. I WAS -
WONPERING WHERE YOU
WERE. SHOULD'VE KNOWN

YOUD DRAG THE BALL

AND CHAIN ALONG

WITH YOU.

i

YEAH,
EASE UP,
LOCKWOOD.




KooING, ¥ WHY DONTYOU "
KIDDING.  AND THE LADIES GRAB A JJQET Z“ERTTT’,’NZ
DRINK AND JOIN THE STARTED.
N FESTIVITIES? 4

M OKAY,
THANKS, YOU ,,
6YS 6O - it

AHEAD’ THINK T MAY

BE SICK.

[ ]

OQOH, GOD.
THIS--THIS ISN'T
GOOP.




WANDERED
AWAY FROM
THE FLOCK LIKE

A STRAY SHEEP,

DIDN'T YOU?

WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING
ABOUT? WHO

ARE Youz?




YOURE--YOURE
NOT FUNNY. JUsT
LEAVE ME ALONE.
I'VE GOT FREENDS
OUT HERE.




| ANGELA WS ¥ :
o P f L BUMMER Y~ Kore WASN'T IN THE BEST // 7/
{ FOR ME OVER HERE,
BUT I DONT SEE

DANNY.  SHE DIDN'T | SHAPE. AND HER DAD'LL /’ ﬂ
LEAVE WITH | FREAKING KILL ME IF I [¥ ‘
SOMEONE. A DONT GET HER HOME

HER ANYWHERE, Al (68 D BY MIDNIGHT.

KNOWING THAT'S
ANGELA, THE LIST Y TERRIBLE, MATT.
OF WHO SHE MIGHT'VE Ry \  SHE'S NOT
LEFT WITH STARTS WITH [ N\ THAT BAD.
THE ENTI{_ZEEA;\OOTBALL '

WELL, I
THINK T'VE SEEN
ENOUGH MACHO
DRINKING COMPETITIONS
FOR ONE NIGHT, ANY
CHANCE YOU TWO
ARE READY TO
607?




I'M READY. \
ASSUMING WE CAN
PRAG THE FOOTBALL
HERO OUT OF HERE.
I DONT FEEL LIKE
WANDERING THE
WOODS ALONE.

NAH. YOURE
PROBABLY RIGHT,
MATT. I'M SURE
SHE'LL TURN UP
SOMEWHERE.

I SEE
HOW IT IS, JUsT
USING ME FOR
MY TRUCK.







SORRY, BUGS,

YOU GAVE IT A

GOOD SHOT,
BUT--
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Mystic Fills
wgs still my
homwe.
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70 BE CONTINUED.
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SDrkncss Kingpin )

Wisking you a hapty holiday from
all the membeno of Empine.




