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NANTS/PAS/POL-/0322

STOP THIS MADNESS CALLED XENOPHOBIA

Reports reaching us at the National Association of Nigerian Traders (NANTS) have it that further attacks (courtesy of xenophobia) are being planned to target designated markets in Johannesburg, Durban and other cities in South Africa where Nigerian traders are predominantly located and doing their legitimate businesses.

We wish to regrettably recall that only a few days ago, such attacks on non-South African citizens resulted in the looting of goods and property and in the burning of shops belonging to Nigerian traders.The present series of attacks is an ugly reminder of violence against foreigners which is not unprecedented in South Africa. Apart from pockets of attacks where Nigerian traders have remained the unfortunate ultimate losers, it is another sad reminder of the incident where at least 62 people were killed in xenophobic attacks on migrants that broke out in 2008.In the current attack, media sources have it  that, at least five non-South Africans, including a 14-year-old boy, have been killed in Durban since last week, and the violence has so far displaced about 5,000 foreigners in the eastern port city, mostly business people with a lot of innocent Nigerian traders affected.


Our review shows that it is rather unfortunate that the latest violence followed reported comments by Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini, a supposed influential figure among the Zulu ethnic group, that foreigners should "pack their bags" and leave.We at the National Association of Nigerian Traders believe strongly that such unguarded and unpatriotic call has helped to escalate the current attack which appears to target Nigerian traders who have contributed to the economic growth and development of South Africa. It calls to question, the (misguided) role of traditional rulers in maintaining peace and co-existence and in protecting the sanctity of human rights and more specifically the lives of human beings. It is also regrettable that some South Africans have forgotten so soon that their country is the last African country to be independent, and that record abounds of the role other African countries particularly Nigeria played to make that happen. It is a shame that as a mark of ingratitude, such inhumanity endured during the apartheid has now been directed to fellow Africans.
Today the foreigners are harassed with excuses of jobs and opportunities stolen. But in the near future when they have killed all foreigners, (God Forbid) and or chased all away from South Africa, what we see today will transform into ethnic violence among South Africans themselves because of the same excuse.  It will prevail because one ethnicity may excel above others, and the Zulu will run with the Xhosa on its regions, the Xhosa will violate the Swazi, Ndebele to Sotho, Tsonga to these, the Tswana to Vendas; and, South Africa will be divided into regions fighting one another.

Emphatically, our secretariat in the last 48 hours  have  been inundated  with  intelligent reports from our members in South Africa that plans are rift  by the perpetrators of these barbaric act  to attack shops belonging to Nigerians, loot and destroy whatever they cannot cart away.

Unfortunately,we have not seen enough measures by the South African government either to intervene to hut this wanton looting or protect innocent lives of law abiding immigrants whose contribution to South Africa’s political and economic prosperity cannot be over emphasized.

We therefore strongly call on the federal Government of Nigeria to rise up to the occasion by having immediate contingency plans to evacuate Nigerians within 24 hours to avoid us losing our citizens to these worthless attacks; or better still impress the South African Government to do all within it power to Guarantee the safety of lives and properties of our brothers, Nigerians and other Africans who have not violated any known convention or laws by choosing to establish in South Africa.


Enough is enough!

The government and people of South Africa must realize that there are many South African citizens and investments in Nigeria and we know their locations. We may not continue to promote or canvass the protection of their investments in Nigeria while our people continue to face brazen brutality in the hands of South Africans. In this regard, the provisions of ‘Reciprocity’ as enshrined in Nigerian Foreign Policy may need to be invoked. NANTS recalls that many of the chain stores and other huge investments of South African origin located in Nigeria are also shrinking the retail/wholesale businesses and jobs traditionally belonging to our people, and we have watched them smile to the banks with huge returns on investments arising from patronage by our people. They enjoy tax havens and numerous incentives too large to mention (contrary to what obtains in South Africa), carting away their daily profits with ease back to South Africa; and we have neither raised an eyebrow or finger on any South African. We are not fools by the way!

We therefore wish to warn unequivocally that we have informed our members in South Africa to deploy and wear their lion heart, as we shall be prepared to resist further attempts at this xenophobicmadness. Similarly, NANTS makes it abundantly clear as a mark of caution that wemay not be able to further guarantee against possible retaliations that would remain an indelible lesson in the relationship between South Africa and Nigeria.After all, no one has the monopoly of violence. Nigerians have always been at the receiving end of series of attacks and looting by South Africans targeted at the shops and businesses of our members.

We further call on the African Union to take urgent but serious steps at arresting this madness of xenophobia. African leaders must understand that if this madness is allowed to continue, the Continental Free Trade (CFTA) being canvassed for the economic integration of Africa would have been jeopardized, and the government of South Africa must stand up to practically understand the implications thereof. 

Finally, NANTS commends the leaders and the Authority of Heads of States of ECOWAS for standing up and tasking the government of South Africa to duty to address this matter. 
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