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STATEMENT H.E JAKAYA MRISHO KIKWETE, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN UNION AT THE HIGH LEVEL MEETING ON MDGS TRANSMITTING THE OUTCOME OF HIGH LEVEL MEETING 
ON AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT NEEDS, ON 
25TH SEPTEMBER  2008, NEW YORK:

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

I am much honored to participate in this distinguished congregation. I thank you, Mr. Secretary General, for organizing this High Level Meeting on MDGs. This is a meeting of monumental importance as we reflect on how we are fairing in meeting the development objectives we have set for ourselves for this new millennium and beyond. 
Mr. Chairman,

As you know, on 22nd September 2008, Secretary General Ban Ki-moon convened a High Level Meeting on “Africa’s development needs: state of implementation of various commitments, challenges and the way forward.   The impetus for the meeting was, among other things, the necessity of putting our efforts to meet the MDGs in the context of resource needs and commitments to finance Africa’s development. Our meeting benefitted greatly from the work and recommendations of MDG Africa Steering Group. 
My task here today is to report to this distinguished panel the outcome of our meeting. 
Mr. Chairman,

The highlight of the outcome of the meeting was the adoption of a Political Declaration on Africa’s Development Needs.  The Declaration recognizes poverty and social deprivation as the greatest challenge to Africa and the need to attain sustainable growth and development to overcome them. 
The Declaration reaffirms the past and present commitment to cooperate in addressing the development needs of Africa for a prosperous future enshrined in the core values of the United Nations.

 It reaffirms the validity of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) as the overarching framework for socio-economic sustainable development in Africa.  It calls for the timely and full achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
Mr. Chairman,

Some progress has been made in many African countries through mobilization of domestic resources, creative development strategies, dedicated leadership, development assistance and direct investments.  Significant advances have also been made in democratic governance, rule of law, protection of human rights and in resolving long standing conflicts in the continent to create conducive environment for achieving sustainable development.
Despite these positive trends, the overall targets for achieving the MDGs are off track and may not be achieved at the pace of the last seven years.  There is a serious shortfall in available resources to meet Africa’s development needs.  There is need to redouble efforts from all partners in the letter and spirit of Monterrey and subsequent commitments in various fora.  In international trade, Africa’s prospects remain bleak as the Doha Development Round remains stalled.  Debt cancellation has been selective and need to be comprehensive.
In meantime, new negative trends have developed which militate against Africa’s development prospects and the achievement of the MDGs.  Climate change is exacerbating ecological threats; the soaring fuel price is crippling agricultural, industrial production and transport services in Africa.  Poor infrastructure facilities are compounding the challenges to socio economic development in the continent.
Mr. Chairman,

The Political Declaration was enriched by roundtable discussions which called for commitments to mutual obligations and actions by traditional and new development partners in addressing Africa’s development needs and achieving the MDGs by 2015. We agreed on the importance of aligning development assistance to national goals. We also emphasized the need for aid coordination and effectiveness and for strengthening South-South Cooperation.  
The creation of decent employment opportunities for the youth gender equality and the empowerment of women were underscored.   Equally, the need for conflict resolution and peace building in post conflict situation were underscored.
The meeting concluded by requesting the Secretary General to submit to the 64th session of the General Assembly a comprehensive report with the recommendations on advancing the implementation of commitments on Africa’s development needs by the 65th session of the General Assembly.

Mr. Chairman,
I also call upon all members of this United Nations family to support the political declaration that we endorsed during our meeting, and I look forward to in-depth discussions today on the challenges on achieving the MDGs. 
I thank you for your kind attention.
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