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“MAKING CORRUPTION UNATTRACTIVE IN AFRICA”
7 DECEMBER 2013

The African Union Advisory Board on Corruption opened its meeting yesterday, 7 December 2013, celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the adoption of the African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption. The celebration based on the theme, “Making 
Corruption Unattractive in Africa”, is taking place at the seat of the Board in Arusha, Tanzania. 
The celebration includes presentations and panel discussions on various topics such as illicit flows of capital, transparency in the extractive industry, recovery of stolen assets and the role of faith based organizations in the fight against corruption. In his welcome address, the Executive Secretary of the Board, Prof. Adolphe Lawson expressed concern that some countries on the continent have regressed deeper into corruption since the adoption of the Convention in 2003, instead of improving and making progress towards a corruption-free continent. Prof. Lawson said it is about time that the scourge of corruption is effectively dealt with; policy implementation and enforcement are key areas which must be worked on in order to meet the aspirations of the African people. 
The meeting opened with discussions on illicit flows of capital with presentations from Ms. Khadija Sharife (Forum for African Investigative Reporters) and Mr. Patrick Bond (Centre for Civil Society; and presentations from Mr. Farai Maguwu (Centre for Natural Resources Governance) Dr. Claude Kabemba (Southern Africa Resource Watch) and Mr. Innocent Bash (Tanzania Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative) on transparency in the extractive industry. 
Several recommendations were made following the presentations and discussions: 
· Annual multi-stakeholder dialogue on combating corruption 
· Strengthen capacities for the generation, collation and collection of reliable, credible and comprehensive data 
· Strengthen partnerships between the AUABC and institutions such as PAP, APRM, Ombudsmen and NPCA in a bid for greater accountability 
· Re-energize and facilitate coalition against corruption 2 
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· Redefine the narrative on accountability and anti-corruption to reflect African priorities 
· Link the issues within the Extractive Sector to the Trade Regimes 
· Clearly define the road to accountability and transparency, including 2063 Agenda, 
Regional Compacts and National Compacts 
· Strengthen the capacity and capability of critical aspects of the Public Administration 
· Strengthen the voice of the voiceless 
 
African leaders were urged to create legislation in favour of African people and to take steps to define the problem of corruption in its own context and find its own solutions. Existing structural and political problems must be resolved for the continent to capture sufficient revenue from the extraction of its resources. Democratic resource management, professional approach to contract negotiation, flexible regime, professional and well capacitated administration are all possible solutions to dealing with the challenges in the flows of capital and extractive industry. 
A concert titled “I am Africa, Africa is me: corrupt me no more” concluded the first day of the meeting. Discussions on other topics continue today.
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