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想：1.vi. meditate
2.vt. think; miss; suppose
3.misc. want to
2.3 are more commonly used, for example:
2. 我想你。——I miss you.
3. 我想喝咖啡。——I want drink coffee.

When interpreted as the third meaning, the usage of “想” is similar to “要”.

When interpreted as the third meaning, “想”and “要”are different in two ways.

 1、“想”must add “V.”，and “要”can add “V.” or “N.” .
When “想”add “N.”，it interpreted as “miss”.
我要喝咖啡。（√）     我要咖啡。（√） I want coffee.
我想喝咖啡。（√）     我想咖啡。（×） I miss coffee. （×）

我要妈妈，我不要爸爸。I want mom, I don't want dad. （√）
我想妈妈，我不想爸爸。I miss mom. I don't miss dad. （√）

2、you can add  “degree adverb很” before “想”，you can’t add  “degree adverb很” before “要”.

我很想喝咖啡。（√）I'm dying for coffee.
我很要喝咖啡。（×）
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