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Allocutio habita per Patrem Bernardum Demel ex Ordine Teutonico in missa de die 
6. Septembris 1992 (London) 

Fratres et sorores in Domino nostro Jesu Christo! 

Saluto vos omnes in initio novae hebdomadae et praesertim missae, in qua commemoramus mortem 
et resurrectionem Salvatoris nostri. 
Ante omnia debeo gratias agere Professori et nostro Praesidenti Riley-Smith et omnibus eius adi-
uvatoribus, quod possibilitatem habemus, profiteri fidem et spem nostram. 
Nunc aliquid fit, quod - ni fallor - usque hodie numquam factum est:Nempe, quod membrum 
qualificatum ex Ordine Sancti Joannis Baptistae praestat seroitium in sacra missa primo 
sacerdoti Ordinis Teutonici, qui potuit interesse scientificae conferentiae in regno Angliae. 
Ista fides, quam postea in CREDO et in omnibus, quae ad sacra celebranda neccessaria sunt, 
iterum profitebimur, est etiam fides membrorum in ordinibus sicdictis militaribus in medio aevo 
et plurium postea usque hodie. Multa nova in ista nostra finienda conferentia de hac re audivimus. 
Hoc iterum provocat nostram gratitudinem ad omnes, qui istam possibilitatem nobis adveni-
entibus praestabant et praestant. 

Sanctus Abbas Bernardus Claravallensis in opero suo famoso "De laude novae militiae" posuit 
theologicam et - sit venia verbo - ideologico-sociologicam fundationem pro ista coniunctione 
monachi et militis cum tribus votis consuetis. Admonuit etiam Templarios,fundatus in admonitione 
Epistolae Sancti Pauli ad Ephesios (in Capite sexto), uti pugnent contra diabolum et omne malum 
in seipsis et in eiis temporibus. 

Scimus, quot effectus iste abbas habuit. 

Iste ordo, quem Bernardus contra oppositionem temporalem et manentem in Ecclesia stabilire 
potuit, ab uno Concilio Oecumenico (1312), uti omnes bene scitis, suppressus est. 
F ortasse nobis historia istius Ordinis et omnium aliorum ordinum equestrium, de quibus in civitate 
Londoniensi nunc melius instructi sumus, est et erit magistra vitae et impetus pro nobis, quomodo 
nos, mutatis temporibus et circumstantiis, pugnare debemus contra nostra peccata, delicta et 
omlss/ones. 
Ergo,fratres et sorores, antequam audimus verba Dei in lectionibus et celebramus sacra mysteria 
fidei secundum omnia, quod Jesus voluit et instituit, imploremus gratiam Domini nostri, ut apti 
simus ad Eucharistiam recte celebrandam. 

Confiteor ... 
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Editor's Preface 

This volume contains papers from a conference held on 3--6 September 1992 
at the Museum of St John, St John's Gate, Clerkenwell, London, under the 
auspices of the London Centre for the Study of the Crusades. The perception 
of the organizers that there is a growing interest in, and enthusiasm for, the 
study of military orders was fully borne out. Scholars from twenty countries 
took part and, between them, presented fony-eight papers encompassing a vast 
geographical spread from Lithuania to Spain and from England to the Crusader 
States. It was particularly pleasing to welcome colleagues from eastern Europe 
now able to participate much more readily than in the past. 

The conference covered every period from the origins of the military orders 
in the eleventh and twelfth centuries down to the present day, and a large 
proportion of the papers has been published here, following the overall 
conference format in which four main papers were given, supported by shorter 
communications. The event culminated in a visit to the two magnificent 
timber-framed barns at Cressing Temple in Essex, where the whole site of 
the Templar preceptory is being surveyed and excavated. It is hoped that this 
conference will be the first of a series, to be held at four-year intervals, and 
that the research presented here will stimulate further work on this multifac-
eted subject. 

All successful conferences are the consequence of a team effort; this 
conference had at its core a highly effective organizing committee, chaired by 
Jonathan Riley-Smith and administered by Rosemary Bailey, together with Peter 
Edbury, Tim Everard, Helen Gribble, Anthony Luttrell and Pamela Willis. 
They were assisted by Julia Findlater, Julia Toffolo and Jill Geser. The staff 
of the Museum of St John - Amanda Devonshire, Francesca Alden and Carmel 
Fitzpatrick - worked many long hours to ensure its smooth day-to-day running. 
Adrian Gibson and Tim Robey of the Archaeology Section of Essex County 
Council provided authoritative guidance at the Cressing Temple site. In the 
production of the book my personal thanks go particularly to the editorial 
committee, to Judi Upton-Ward who typed the manuscript and translated 
four of the Spanish papers, to Pamela Willis, whose skill in researching 
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additional material has eased several editorial problems, to Ben Arnold for advice 
on German history and to John Smedley and Ruth Peters of Variorum. Finally, 
we are all extremely grateful to Michael Carey and the Honourable Henry 
Hankey, Trustees of The Seven Pillars of Wisdom Trust, whose generosity 
in providing a subvention has ensured that the book would be published. 



Introduction 

Jean Richard 

'Fighting for the faith and caring for the sick': when considering this double 
vo<;:ation of the military religious orders historians usually pay more attention 
to the first aspect rather than to the second, even though today it is the latter 
which survives while the former has steadily diminished in importance. It was 
therefore appropriate that the conference held at St John's Gate in September 
1992 should remind us that the obligations imposed upon the orders involved 
a combination of both activities. 

Fighting for the faith: this question was thoroughly scrutiniz.ed in the course 
of a colloquium which met in 1989 at Passo della Mendola, the proceedings 
of which have appeared under the title 'Militia Christi' e crocioto. The great debate 
which preoccupied the participants in this conference was how to reconcile 
the concept of the miles Christi, the monk who fights every day against the forces 
of evil in a conflict of a spiritual nature, with that of the warrior who repels the 
enemies of Christ by material arms. In particular, in examining the origins of 
the orders, emphasis was placed on the role of the fraternities of knights which 
were founded, especially in the Iberian peninsula, in order to defend the 
borders of Christendom. In this volume, this issue is discussed in relation to 
the confraternity of La Sauve-Majeure, previously thought to have been an 
association of this type, whose aim was to defend the abbey. Here however a 
new examination questions whether that interpretation should be retained. 

The orders created in the Holy Land in the wake of the crusades share a 
common origin which was founded on the idea of caring for others. Even 
before 1099 the task of helping sick pilgrims was imposed upon the first Hos-
pitallers; after this date it became even more important. The first function of 
the Templars was to protect such pilgrims from the dangers of the road. As 
for the Teutonic Knights, their order was born out of the campaign hospital 
created for the crusaders who were besieging Acre during the Third Crusade. 
It is therefore pertinent to consider the nature of the care given to the wounded 
and the sick. As early as the First Crusade and the years that followed, even 
before recourse was made to oriental doctors, the rational character of this 
medication is striking. A search for the causes of the illness, investigation of 
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wounds, and appropriate care, appear to have enabled cures to be found for 
those seriously wounded or close to death; substantial knowledge was therefore 
already being applied to the care of the sick. 

However, the work of the conference was essentially concerned with the 
period after the origins of the orders, encompassing their history right up to 
our own times. 

On the Templars the initial question to consider is the mission entrusted 
by King Baldwin II of Jerusalem to the first Master of the Order, Hugh ofPayns, 
the aim of which was to solicit aid from the barons of the West in order to attempt 
the conquest of Damascus. This mission was decisive in establishing the 
Order of the Temple and assuring its expansion in Europe. The task given to 
the knights, to protect the pilgrim routes, led them to construct fortresses along 
the route to the Jordan, which are the subject of a study here. In addition, the 
prince of Antioch granted them the first of the strongholds around which the 
Order established great lordships endowed with sovereign rights. One of these 
was Baghras (Gaston) which, apart from the period when it was captured by 
Saladin and then occupied by the Armenians, was held by the Temple until 
the time of Sultan Baybars. In contrast with these fortresses were the simple 
manors which the knights established in their Western domains, notably in 
England; these operated as centres for the exploitation of their resources with 
the main aim of collecting revenues to supply the establishments created by 
the Order in the crusader states. 

An interesting case is that of Cyprus where the Templars had been called 
by King Richard to take charge of the government of the island. Although they 
gave this up, the Order remained a power in the Lusignan kingdom, and 
indeed came into conflict with the Crown. Nevertheless, following the arrest 
of the Templars, the inquiry which took place on the island revealed the 
esteem in which the Order and its members were held by the Cypriot aristocracy, 
even those linked to the party of King Henry II which the leaders of the Order 
did not support. It has been shown how the Order sent its youngest knights 
to the Cypriot houses, doubtless with a view to engaging them in combat with 
the sultan. It was only much later that the image of the Templars was tarnished 
in Cypriot historiography. 

The Hospitallers also established themselves in Cyprus; the techniques 
employed in building the castle of Paphos, in the early thirteenth century, 
suggest that they were responsible for its construction. But it is their other 
domains in the West which are better known and whose extent can be more 
fully appreciated thanks to the documentation of the fourteenth century, and 
this volume contains studies on England, Castile and Aragon. The nature of 
these possessions was very different, for the transfer of royal revenues to the 
knights was very important in Spain whereas it is apparent that, for the Hospital, 
the function of these domains was to help maintain the Convent and not to 
furnish a contribution to the conflict against the Saracens in the peninsula. 
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It is well known that Matthew Paris attributed the possession of 19,000 manors 
to the Hospitallers, a figure which is certainly a fantasy. It is, however, 
interesting to compare this with the letter - evidently forged in the same period 
- recommending the collectors of the Order to the faithful of Franconia, for 
this gives the figure of 4,000 manors corresponding with that of the 4,000 knights 
who had fought the infidels. Here, it seems, is evidence of a propaganda 
campaign which stressed the magnitude of the effort undertaken by the Order. 

After the fall of Acre, the Hospital was closely associated with the preparation 
of a new crusade, with which Pope Clement V was personally identified. This 
connection is underlined by the new dating suggested for the Devise des Chemins 
de Babiloine, one of the documents produced by the Hospital for this expedition. 
However, when the knights were installed at Rhodes, they once more took 
up the hospitaller tradition of their Order, which they could no longer exercise 
either in their great hospital at Jerusalem nor in that at Acre; they therefore 
built a new hospital at Rhodes where they continued to fulfil their medical 
vocation to the benefit of pilgrims and travellers. When the Order was obliged 
to re-establish itself on Malta, the clientele of the Hospital's doctors was not 
the same: the xenodochium was replaced by an infirmary, identical to those which 
each convent maintained for the use of its monks. From then on the knights 
dedicated themselves to the policing of the seas - a role which aroused the 
indignation of those who traded with the Turkish world, notably the Venetians, 
who had to sustain the consequences of the activities of what they regarded 
as Hospitaller corsairs. The chaplain brothers of the Order also felt the effects 
of the change in the Order's functions: some became 'galley chaplains', 
assuming the role of almoners on board the ships where they provided the crews 
with some kind of sacramental life. 

The military orders were so integrated in the structure of the Latin states 
of the East that, after the Fourth Crusade, the conquerors of the Latin Empire 
of Constantinople called them into Greece. Although the Teutonic Knights 
occupied a modest position (in Messenia), at the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, the Templars enjoyed an active role in the region and the Hospitallers 
established themselves in Thessaly; Baldwin II even made an unsuccessful 
appeal to the knights of Santiago in an attempt to reinforce the defences of 
his empire. However, in the following century the Hospital- imbued with the 
mission to maintain a Frankish presence in Asia Minor, at Smyrna and, after 
1407, at Bodrum - concerned itself directly with the defence of Frankish 
Greece. Although the grandiose plan conceived by the Grand Master Heredia 
ended in defeat, the Order remained committed to the conflict against the Turks 
in Greece. This continued to be linked to its presence in Rhodes - a presence 
which has been related to the existence of a class of Greek proprietors on the 
island. 

With the onset of the Reformation the knights divided between the 
confessions. Those from the bailiwick of Brandenburg who had taken up the 
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Lutheran faith intended to remain members of the Order; it was agreed that 
they be permitted to continue to recognize the authority of the Grand Master, 
but not that of the bailiff of Brandenburg in partibus, who was a Catholic, 
appointed by the Master. After the taking of Malta by Bonaparte, the king of 
Prussia wished to make the Hospitallers a purely Prussian order: thus, in the 
mid-nineteenth century, it was once again theoretically united. The example 
of the Brandenburg compromise was invoked in the course of the curious trans-
actions which occurred in England, also in the nineteenth century, with a view 
to reviving the English Langue at the heart of the Order. In the course of these 
dealings the idea of re-establishing the knights in Rhodes with the agreement 
of the Greek insurgents, was also proposed. But these negotiations, which were 
very delicate on the confessional issue, foundered due to the involvement of 
dubious individuals. In the event the English Langue was not restored, and the 
English Order of Saint John was eventually established as an order of the British 
Crown. 

These projects should not be isolated from other contemporary perspectives. 
Other Englishmen, notably Sir Sidney Smith, whose victory at Saint-Jean 
d'Acre had stimulated a great personal interest in oriental questions (he also 
envisaged the restoration of the Christian presence in Ottoman Syria), had 
formed the idea of establishing a branch of the Order of the Temple in England 
after it had been revived in France. In fact the romantic epoch colourfully 
embellished the adventures of the knights of former times, particularly those 
who had vowed to fight for the faith (even though Sir Walter Scott gave the 
role of the villain to a Templar in Ivanhoe) . The renewal of the chivalric ideal 
thus found expression in these proposals for the restoration of the military orders. 

These proposals had already nourished other dreams. Authors of chivalric 
romances portrayed the Templars as the protectors of lovers - indeed, they 
were depicted as ideal lovers. However, it is particularly important to emphasize 
the figure of Philippe de M6zieres who, more than half a century after the 
canvassing of the idea of a union of the Temple and the Hospital which Pierre 
Dubois had imagined as dependent upon the French Crown, had conceived 
the idea of a new and original type of order, the Order of the Passion, as the 
instrument of a future crusade. Such an order had nothing in common with 
the orders of chivalry which flourished in almost every European court, and 
owed little to the true military orders. 

However, the knightly cause did find the opportunity to fulfil itself thanks 
to the third of the great orders, that of the Teutonic Knights. It is clear that 
this order, which grew out of 'the hospital of the Germans' at Acre was, like 
the hospital of Saint John before it, given a military role parallel to its hospitaller 
vocation. In no way did it consider its hospitaller function of secondary 
importance; significantly, in Franconia it was be placed under the patronage 
of St Elizabeth, who exemplified a life consecrated to the service of the poor 
and the sick. Its military vocation was first employed in Frankish Syria, where 
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Frederick II had sufficiently appreciated the knights and their master, Hermann 
of Salza, to endow them in his kingdom of Sicily; next they faced the Cumans 
in the kingdom of Hungary, where King Andrew II established them in 
Burzenland; finally they went to Prussia and then on to Livonia, where they 
served to defend the 'new settlements of the faith' against the renewed pagan 
offensive. They were equally associated with the conflict against the Mongols 
and, later, against the Turks, but it is the Baltic lands which have been defined 
as the Ordensland, for it was their war against the Lithuanians and, to a lesser 
extent against the Russians, which gave the Teutonic Knights their specific 
character in fourteenth- and fifteenth-century Europe. 

This war against the pagans - whose adherence to Catholicism was ignored 
by the Order in the time of Gedimyn and especially Jagiello, since it would 
have removed the legitimacy of this struggle - was not simply religious in 
character. The Teutonic Knights did not put conversion of the infidel at the 
top of their agenda; when they launched their expeditions into pagan territory, 
they tried to bring back captives who, reduced to slavery, provided them with 
human resources which could be put to valuable use on their own estates. This 
was little different from the knights of Malta who used captured Muslims in 
their galleys, nor from the Turks, who used Christian sailors as their oarsmen. 
It was not this, however, which brought the knights who came from all over 
the West to gain the spiritual privileges attached to fighting for the faith; they 
found themselves welcomed and feted by the grand master and his knights 
and associated with the Reisen which honoured the participants as gallant 
warriors. These temporary combatants thus came to complete the armies of a 
knighthood which was regularly reinforced with noble recruits from a variety 
of German-speaking territories. The Order thus realized an ideal of chivalry 
which transcended the national boundaries of that time. 

The victory of the Poles and Lithuanians at Tannenberg put an end to this 
period of the Order's history. After that the Reformation crisis provoked 
fissures and posed problems analogous to those encountered by the Hospital, 
but aggravated by the secularization of the territories of the Ordensland. In certain 
countries, the knights strove to maintain the unity of the Order in the face of 
confessional divisions. Only in the seventeenth century, in the Low Countries, 
was there established an order of knights adhering to the Calvinist confession; 
in Austria and Bavaria, the Order maintained its Catholic form, but within the 
framework of the monarchies, the knights being henceforth in the service of 
the state. It therefore succeeded in perpetuating itself until after the Second 
World War by transforming itself into the new structure which typifies it today 
and which emphasises its charitable character. 

The Order of Saint Lazarus, which also originated in Outremer, is only alluded 
to here in relation to its formation in England. It appears that those who 
allowed it to be established in the British Isles, particularly in the priory of Burton 
Lazars, had been crusaders who had learned of it in the East. Yet the benefactors 
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of the knights of Saint Lazarus were not, for the most part, participants in the 
Crusades, a circumstance testifies to the rapidity with which the Order took 
root. 

Within this vast panorama of orders created in the Holy Land - and it can 
be seen how many varied aspects were evoked during this conference - it is 
important to incorporate some conception of the Spanish orders of which one 
- that of Mountjoy - was also started in Outremer, although it did not survive 
for very long. The Orders of Calatrava and of Santiago were modelled on 
those in the Holy Land which, as we have seen, also had dependencies in the 
peninsula. They are presented in this volume with particular reference to their 
domanial possessions. Nevertheless the problem of political power - or rather 
the problem of successive political powers - remains for, by incorporating 
Alcantara into it, the Leonese monarchy wished to make Calatrava an order 
especially attached to the monarchy. In Castile, the knights ofCalatrava held 
a vast domain in the Meseta, and they developed its stock-rearing potential there. 
The knights of Santiago, who had been established in the mountainous zone 
spanning the frontiers of the Muslim kingdoms of Murcia and Valencia, built 
manors and castles there which do not reflect the influence of any specific archi-
tectural model. 

Attention has therefore been focused above all on the activities of these orders 
in so far as they were dedicated to war and to the care of the sick, but the landed 
property from which they drew the revenues which, together with the products 
of offerings and the rights of fraternity, allowed them to support the brothers 
and the institutions vital to their goals, has not been neglected. It should be 
added that, like all landed proprietors and holders of rights and privileges, the 
knights engaged in innumerable legal disputes. They were therefore obliged 
to have recourse to lawyers and consequently to maintain, in their own ranks, 
brothers trained in the science of law - a category which had evidently not been 
anticipated in their constitutions. 

It has not been easy to encompass so vast a collection of issues, and the 
organizers of the conference should be congratulated on succeeding in 
maintaining the unity at the heart of such very varied activities. The papers 
published here leave an impression which was gradually reinforced in the course 
of the conference - that of the vitality of an institution which originated in the 
very specific context of the crusade and the great pilgrimage, and which, over 
time, managed to adapt itself to many different forms. It may be that the dis-
appearance of the Temple resulted from its continuing attachment to apparently 
old-fashioned structures and conceptions, but this has not been demonstrated. 
These orders were founded to succour the sick and the poor; they took respon-
sibility for establishments which lacked manpower, and consequently took on 
a military form. They were able to provide an infrastructure capable of 
supporting themselves in Outremer or on the frontiers of Christian lands, 
with significant numbers of men, with fortifications and with hospitals. Contrary 
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to the classic image of colonies exploiting exotic countries in order to enrich 
the metropolis, it fell to the knights' countries of origin to supply a lifeline to 
the lands where they had established themselves. Although the Temple did 
not survive the fall of Outremer, the other orders overcame the problem by 
turning to new vocations. 

Nor did the Reformation succeed in entirely breaking up the military orders; 
despite the divergence in the loyalties of their members, they appear to have 
been attached to the idea of the unity of the order, which is testimony to the 
cohesion of the aristocratic structure on which the recruitment of the orders 
was based. Whether Catholic or Protestant, their members continued to belong 
to the same world and to be wedded to the same chivalric values. Even when 
they were put into the service of national states - as, for example, officers in 
the Austrian army, in the navy of the king of France, or as ambulance personnel 
in the British army - they remained faithful to the knightly ideal and, whatever 
may have been the vicissitudes of the initiatives towards restoration in the 
nineteenth century, they are witness to this attachment to the same ideal. But, 
as well as this military ideal, the orders have continued to serve their other 
vocation, which is complementary to the first: to care for and assist those 
stricken with illness. 



Siege of Rhodes and Apparition, Caoursin. 
The Museum and Library of the Order of St John, Clerkenwell. 
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Pro defensione Terre Sancte: the Development 
and Exploitation of the Hospitallers' 

Landed Estate in Essex'*' 
Michael Gervers 

The Hospitallers probably reached England at about the same time as the 
Templars and the Cistercians, around 1128.1 The Templars and Cistercians 
received an immediate and overwhelming response to their call for support. 
By 1140, the Cistercians had received 31 per cent of all the monastic foundations 
which would be granted to them in the twelfth century. Similarly, the Templars 
had been granted 26 per cent of their administrative sites. The Hospitallers, 
on the other hand, had received virtually nothing, and it was not until c. 1145 
that they were granted the site of their English priory at Clerkenwell, near 
London. By the end of the next decade, however, the Order was in possession 
of 33 per cent of its twelfth-century administrative network throughout the 
country, and from c. 1180 to the end of the century, when the Templars and 
especially the Cistercians had reached the limit of their administrative expansion, 
it continued to receive active support. 

The catalyst for Hospitaller growth appears not to have been the foundation 
at Clerkenwell, but rather the fall of Edessa at the end of December 1144 which 
led to the calling of the Second Crusade by Pope Eugenius 111.2 There is some 
indication that shortly thereafter, in 1146, St Bernard invited the Hospitallers 

• I am grateful to Mr W. R. Powell, former County Editor of the Victoria County History for 
Essex, and Mrs Gillian Long of the DEEDS Project in Toronto for their helpful suggestions 
concerning earlier drafts of this paper. I should also like to acknowledge support received from 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada during its preparation. 

1 Records o/the Templars in Englandin the Twelfth Century: the Inquesto/ 1185, ed. B.A. Lees. British 
Academy, Records of the Social and Economic History of England and Wales, 9 (London, 1935), 
pp. xxxviii-ix; C. Tyerman,Eng/andandtIzeCrusades,1095-1588(Chicago/London, 1988), pp. 30-31; 
R.A. Donkin, The Cistercians: Studies in the geography o/medieval England and Wales (Toronto, 1978), 
pp. 15, 28, 29, B.D. Hill, English Cistercian Monasteries and their Patrons in the Twelfth Century 
(Urbana, 1968), p. 27. 

2 Eugenius III, pope, letter XLVIII, Episto!ae et Privilegia in PL, 180 (1902), cols 1064-6. 

From The Military Orders: Fig/zting/or the Faith and Caring/or the Sick, ed. Malcolm Barber. Copyright 
© 1994 by Malcolm Barber. Published by Variorum, Ashgate Publishing Ltd, Gower House, Croft 
Road, Aldershot, Hampshire, GUll 3HR, Great Britain. 
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to participate in the expedition.3 It has been proposed that the minimal material 
support received by the Hospitallers in England, compared to the initial rapid 
growth of the Templars, may be explained by the fact that the former did not 
constitute a military order prior to the Second Crusade (1147-49).4 The 
number and chronology of English conveyances suggest a marked preference 
on the part of lay donors to su pport mili tary involvement in the defence of the 
Holy Land rather than care for the weak and wounded. The Hospitallers 
probably responded to this preference.s 

A common responsibility of both Hospitallers and Templars was the defence 
of the Holy Land, an objective which was shared by western European society 
as a whole during the crusading period.6 It was obviously to the advantage of 
these military orders to exploit the emotional response engendered by the 
movement. This they accomplished in part by building copies of the rotunda, 
or Anastasis, of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem as their prioral, 
and sometimes their preceptory or commandery, churches. The fact that both 
orders constructed rotundas simultaneously - the Templars at the New Temple 
in London and the Hospitallers at Clerkenwell- cannot be coincidental. Nor 
was it coincidental that both were consecrated by the patriarch of Jerusalem 
in 1185. At the time, Templars and Hospitallers alike vied to associate 
themselves in the public eye with the defence of the site of the Resurrection.7 

Despite their common objective, one is more frequently struck by the 
differences than the similarities between the Templars and the Hospitallers. 
King Stephen and his Queen, Matilda, were major patrons of the Templars, 
granting them lands which would become the commanderies of Cressing-
Witham (Essex), Eagle (Lines.), and Temple Cowley (Oxford). They gave no 

3 J. Riley-Smith, The Knights of StJohn inJe17lsalemandCYP17lsc.l0S0-1310(London, 1967), p. 58 
and n. 7. A.J. Forey argues in favour ofa military involvement by the Hospitallers in Syria by the 
mid-1130s ('The Militarisation of the Hospital ofSt John', Studia Monastica, 26 (1984), pp. 75-89 
(see esp. pp. 80, 89). 

4 M. Gervers, 'Donations to the Hospitallers in England in the Wake of the Second Crusade' 
in The Second C17Isade and the Cistercians, ed. M. Gervers (New York, 1992), pp. 155-61. 

5 See Forey, pp. 85-6. 
6 When confirming the grant of Sompting (Sussex) church to the Templars c. 1150, Theobald 

of Bee, Archbishop of Canterbury, addressed his confirmation 'to the religious knights of the Temple, 
who are fighting the enemies of the faith in defence of the Eastern Church', BL, Cotton MS Nero 
E VI, fol 155r-v. On the defence of the Holy Land by the Hospitaller master Gilbert of Assailly 
in the 1160s, see Forey, p. 87. In 1182, Henry II bequeathed 20,000 marks to the Holy Land, 
5,000 of which were to be held jointly by the Templars and Hospitallers for 'the common defence 
of the land of Jerusalem' (Tyerman, pp. 46, 54). The defence of the Holy Land was the object 
of Hospitaller prayers well into the fourteenth century (The Cartulary of the Knights of St John of 
Je17lsalem in England, prima camera, Essex, ed. M. Gervers. Forthcoming in the British Academy's 
Records of Social and Economic History, new ser. (Oxford), document no. 16 (cited hereafter as 
PC, followed by document no.)). 

7 M. Gervers, 'Rotundae Anglicanae', in Actes du 22e Congres international d'histoire de I'art, 
Budapest, 1969, 1 (Budapest, 1972), pp. 359-76 (esp. pp. 363-71). 
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landed property to the Hospitallers, reinforcing our supposition that the Order 
did not, at that time, possess the military image always associated with the 
Templars. 

The importance of royal patronage cannot be underestimated when comparing 
the origins and growth of the Hospitallers' estate in Essex to that of the 
Templars. According to the Templar Inquest of 1185, King Stephen had 
granted the Templars five hides in Cressing-Witham. Henry II conveyed to 
them a carucate8 in Finchingfield. By 1185, an additional ninety-seven acres 
of land, as well as several houses and mills in twelve additional parishes, had 
been acquired in the region.9 When royal extents were made ofCressing and 
Witham in 1309 it was reported that the accountable royal contribution in the 
two parishes amounted to 1,173 acres,1O or 58 per cent of the total 2,010 acres 
which had accrued to the Order by that date. 

Cressing-Witham was the Templar commandery in Essex from the time 
Stephen and Matilda made their major grants between 1137 and 1148. The 
closest Hospitaller equivalent, at Little Maplestead, accounted in 1338 for only 
810 acres of arable, fifteen acres of meadow, thirty acres of pasture, and 
underwood worth 8s. 1I The net value of Cressing-Witham in 1338 was cited 
as 140 marks; that of Little Maplestead, only 60 marks. The Hospitallers can 
hardly be said to have been the Templars, rivals on the financial front. 

In the absence of royal support, the Hospitallers' Essex estate grew slowly. 
Probably as a result of their military participation in the Second Crusade, and 
the efforts to mount another expedition following immediately upon its 
failure,12 the Order received increasing attention from lay patrons after mid-

8 The carucate is variously cited as being 80, 120 and even as much as 360 acres (J.L. Fisher, 
A Medieval Farming Glossary, Latin and English (London, 1968), p. 7; M.K. McIntosh, Autonomy 
and Community: The Royal Manor of Havering, 1200-1500 (Cambridge, 1986), p. 90; K.C. Newton, 
The hJanor of Writtle (London/Chichester, 1970), p. 43; W.R Powell in The Victoria History of the 
Counties of England: A History of the COl/llty of Essex, 7 (Oxford, 1978), p. 17 (series hereafter cited 
as VCH Essex); A Dictionary of English Weights and Measuresfrom Anglo-Saxon times to the nineteenth 
ctmtury, ed. RE. Zupko (Madison/Milwaukee/London, 1%8), p. 177. The factthat fully eight virgates 
of Henry's gift are stipulated as being demesne, when the virgate is generally calculated at 
between 20--30 acres, argues for a large carucate here. 

9 Records of Templars, pp. 1-12. 
10 The Cartulary of the Knights of St John of Jerusalem in England, secunda camera, Essex, ed. 

M. Gervers. British Academy, Records of Social and Economic History, new ser., 6 (Oxford, 1982), 
document nos. 83, 85 (cited hereafter as SC, followed by document no.). The size of the acre was 
based on the perch of 17t feet. See also The Knights Hospital/ers in EnglO1ld: being the Report of Prior 
Philip de Thame to the Grand Master Elyati de Villanova for A.D. 1338, ed. L.B. Larking and 
J,M. Kemble, Camden Society Publications, 65 (London, 1857), p. 168; RH. Britnell, 'The 
Making of Witham', History Studies, I (1968), 19. 

11 The actual arable cited amounts to 560 acres valued at 8d per acre. Lands at Boblow were 
farmed at 100s and at Abridge in Lambourne at 66s 8d per annum. At 8d per acre, these amounts 
translate into 150 and 100 acres respectively, giving a total acreage of 810. These round numbers 
may merely be approximations. 

12 B.M. Bolton, 'The Cistercians and the Aftermath of the Second Crusade' in TheSecondCrusade 
and the Cistercians, ed. M. Gervers (New York, 1992), pp. 131-40. 
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century. Most significant for the growth of the Essex estate was the conveyance 
by Alfred and Sibyl de Bendaville in 1151 of the church of Chaureth in the 
parish of Broxted, together with the land of Roger Pigot. 13 Alfred died shortly 
thereafter, whereupon Sibyl also granted the Order a mill in Broxted in his 
memory. 14 

The location of Chaureth in north-western Essex where the Hospitallers 
already held some land and would acquire more, and the fact that Alfred died 
soon after granting the Order his church there, suggests that, by then, the 
brethren were actively working to find suitable patrons in areas perceived to 
be appropriate for estate development. Around 1155 they received one-and-
a-half virgates in nearby Henham. 15 At this initial stage, they supplemented 
grants in frankalmoin with purchases. 16 

It was not until the end of the century that the trend towards developing a 
centralized landed estate in north-central and north-west Essex would become 
definitive. The most significant of these for the future was a grant c. 1160, by 
Robert of Helion of a virgate, and various other lands comprising over forty-
six acres, in Helion Bumpstead. 17 A generation later, Rose of Helion conveyed 
an additional thirty acres and 3s. rent in the adjoining parish of Sturmer. 18 Further 
grants were made by the Helion family and its tenants in the thirteenth 
century, with the result that the Order's manor of Boblow in Helion Bumpstead 
would become one of its most important holdings in the county. Boblow was 
rented at farm for £5 in 1338, which on the basis of land valued at 8d per acre 
points to a holding of 150 acres 19 put together over no less than a century. It 
was, one must admit, a great deal of effort for a relatively modest estate. 

In the thirty-five years following the de Bendaville grant of Chaureth church, 
the Hospitallers acquired all or part of six other churches in the county. The 
chronology and topography of acquisition reflects the Order's growing awareness 
of developments in the local economy. Their patrons included members of 
the highest ranks of the nobility. Thus, c. 1167, Walter, son of Robert son of 
Richard, scion of the Fitz Walter family,20 granted the advowson and lordship 

13 PC, 111. 
14 PC, 114, 152. 
15 SC, 334, 394. 
16 See SC, 334, 340, 355, 372, 416. In the middle of the thirteenth century the prior ofthe Hos-

pitallers rendered annually the considerable sum of 20 marks to the prior of Ruislip pro decimis 
de chauree cum pertinenciis (Select Documents of the English Lands of the Abbey of Bec, ed. M Chibnall. 
Camden 3rd ser., 73 (London, 1951), p. 81). During the reign of William I, the Abbey ofBec upon 
which Ruislip depended received two-thirds of the demesne tithes of Chaureth from Garnerus, 
the man of Richard of Clare (M. Morgan (Chibnall), The English Lands of the Abbey of Bec (Oxford, 
1946, repro 1968), p. 147 and n. 12). I am indebted to Dr Chibnall for drawing my attention to 
these references. 

17 SC, 414. 
18SC, 324. 
19 Larking and Kemble, p. 87. See also footnote 11 above. 
20 I.J. Sanders, English Baronies, A Study of Their Origin and Descent, 1086-1327 (Oxford, 1960, 

rpt.1963), p.129. 
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of the church of Woodham Walter,21 a parish situated on the River Chelmer. 
Almost simultaneously, Walter also transferred, from the Augustinian canons 
of Little Dunmow, the advowson and lordship of the church of Burnham 
situated at the mouth of the River Crouch.22 By 1220, however, the church 
was back in the hands of the canons and the Hospitallers' interest therein 
amounted to no more than a yearly pension of 40s.23 The granting of these 
two churches nevertheless suggests that the brethren sought significant 
holdings in parishes situated on waterways used to transport goods to the 
North Sea and then up the Thames to London. 

Around 1170 the church of Fryerning was donated to the Hospitallers by 
Gilbert of Munfitchet, lord of the Essex barony of Stansted Mountfitchet. 24 
The parish was conveniently situated south-west of Chelmsford on the king's 
highway leading from London to Colchester and to Sudbury. Later, Gilbert 
supplemented his original conveyance by granting the Order half of Fryerning 
manor. 25 His son, Richard, appears to have granted them the other half before 
1199.26 In 1293/4, they held an additional carucate of arable of Philip Burnell. 
The extent of the manor was therefore considerable, valued in 1338 at 40 marks27 
and clearly a going economic concern.28 Interestingly, no mention is made in 
the Report of 1338 of the church, perhaps because it belonged to the prior's 
demesne and was accounted for separately. 

A decade after the Hospitallers received the church of Fryerning they were 
granted two others, this time by William de F errieres, the third Earl of Derby. 

21 PC, 37. 
22 PC, 39. 
23 BL, Cotton Charter XXI, 15; BL, Harley MS 662, fols 8v-9; The Cartulary of Little DU1l1now 

Priory, ed. R.E. Levy, unpublished MA diss., University of Virginia (Charlottesville, 1971), p. 41 
n. 9). The CH (1, p. clxiii) erroneously cites this charter as a confirmation to the Hospitallers by 
the bishop of London, William de Ste-Mere-Eglise, of the church of Little Dunmow. In fact, it 
is a confirmation by the same to the Augustinian canons of Little Dunmowofthe church of Burnham. 

24 PC, 183. 
25 PC, 184. 
26 Rotuli chartamm in tum LOtldinetlsi asseroati, 1199-1216, ed. T.D. Hardy (London, 1837), p. 16 

(cited hereafter as Rot. ch.); W. Dugdale ed., Monasticon Anglicanum: A History of the Abbies and Other 
Monasteries, Hospitals, Frieries, etc., in England and Wales, new edn, ed. J. Caley, H. Ellis and B. 
Bandinel, 6, part 2 (London, 1830, rpt. 1846), p. 808. See also P. Morant, The History and Antiquities 
of the County of Essex, 2 (London, 1768, rpt. 1978), p. 55. 

27 Larking and Kemble, p. 94. According to the Report, the manor consisted of a messuage with 
a garden, 500 acres of land, pasture for 300 sheep and 20 cows, 40 acres of meadow, rents of assize 
worth £10 and perquisites of court 

28 While the Hospitallers received no land in Essex from royalty, Fryerning was twice the recipient 
of royal privileges: the right to enclose and assart their wood there in 1230 (PC, 188) and, in 1290, 
a weekly Saturday market and an annual fair on 28-30 August (PC, 189; Calendar of Charter Rolls, 
2 (London: Public Record Office (PRO), 1906), p. 340). The market and fair were to be held apud 
manerium suum de Gynge attestone. Ingatestone and Fryerning, today one parish, were formerly separate 
(The Place-Names of Essex, ed. P.B. Reaney, English Place-Name Society, 12 (1935), pp. 253-4). 
Reference to the Hospitallers' manor in Ingatestone (Gynge attestone) would seem to refer to that 
part of the town which actually lay in Fryerning (see Morant, 2, pp. 46-7). 
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Of these, the church at Grays Thurrock was important because the parish was 
located directly on the Thames within easy reach of London. The conveyance 
of the church did not include any manorial lands. The tithes must have been 
considerable and have represented a significant source of provisions for the 
priory at Clerkenwell.29 Following a dispute which was settled in 1228, the 
lord of the manor, Richard of Graye, agreed that the prior should have the right 
'to arrive with his own ships and boats ... and to lade there his corn, etc., arising 
from his church in Turroc'.30The prior claimed, in this case, that he was wont 
to have access to the Thames 'to carry his victuals and to conduct them to 
London'.31 

In 1181-82, probably contemporaneously with his gift at Grays Thurrock, 
Earl William granted the brethren his church of Stebbing in Hinckford 
Hundred.32 The parish of Stebbing lies directly on Stane Street, the old 
Roman road and still a major transportation route running east-west between 
Colchester and Bishops Stortford (Herts). William's charter of conveyance is 
far more explicit in the case of Stebbing than it had been for Grays Thurrock; 
he specifies that the church is granted together with its advowson and those 
tithes which he owned.33 In 1247, Pope Innocent IV granted the Order the 
right of appropriation ofStebbing, adding the stipulation that the church's annual 
value should not exceed 35 marks.34 Here, as at Grays, the Order acquired no 
manorial property, although from at least the middle of the thirteenth century 
it held no less than fifty acres of land called War field of the fee of the monks 
of Hambeye for 16s annually. The field served to support the rector.35 

During the last quarter of the twelfth century the Hospitallers obviously had 
their eye on the prime agricultural land of Hinckford Hundred, in which 
Stebbing was located.36 It was also the centre of 'an unusually marked 

29 The church was attributed an estimated value of30 marks, or £20, in 1254 (R.C. Fowler, 'Fulk 
Basset's Register and the Norwich Taxation', Essex Ardzocologicol Society, Transactions (EAST), new 
ser., 18 (1928), p. 18); £15 in 1333 (PC, 33); £10 in 1338 (Larking and Kemble, p. 94) and, in the 
sixteenth century, £7 6s l8d (VCB Essex, 8 (Oxford, 1983), p. 50 and n.98). 

30 Fee/of Finesfor Essex, ed. R.E.C. Kirk 1 (Colchester, 1899-1910), p. 84 n. 262 (cited hereafter 
as EFF); VCB Essex, 8, p. 45; J.H. Round, 'The Thurrocks', EAST, new ser., 20, (1933), p. 45. 

31 ad corcondum victuolio suo et ducendum usque ad London (Curio Regis Rolls, 13 (London: PRO, 
1959), p. 121 n.520). 

32 PC, 192. 
33 It was not until c. 1276 that the Hospitallers received the right to great tithes in Stebbing 

held of the Ferrieres' fee by the abbeyofSte-Catherine-du-Mont in Rouen (PC, 200), and in that 
year Prior Joseph of Chauncey purchased from the abbey of Bec-Hellouin, for two marks annually, 
the tithes which Bec held there of the lords of Ferrieres (PC, 203). The presence of so many alien 
monasteries in Stebbing is remarkable. Worth £5 annually in 1291, the vicasage was funded from 
various tithes, including a third of the tithe of sheaves issuing de feodis de Colunciis et Ferariis, the 
Coulonces family being tenants of the F errieres (PC, 199). 

34 PC, 197; see also PC, 196 and 199. 
35 PC, 204; EFF, 1, p.219, no. 1305. 
36 On the importance of Hinckford Hundred as an agricultural area, see L.R. Poos,A Rural Society 

after tlte Block Deotlt: Essex 1350-1525 (Cambridge, 1991), p. 44. 
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development of rural industry (especially textiles)',37 along a corridor running 
between Sudbury and Halstead. Halstead lay in a favourable position on the 
western fringe of an economic area dominated by Colchester.38 

The Hospitallers may have had Halstead in mind when they took over 
Stebbing church. However, a far better opportunity arose when, in 1187, 
Juliana, daughter of Robert Doisnel, who was childless, and her husband 
William, son of Audelin, the king's steward, granted the church and her viii 
of Little Maplestead to the Order.39 Little Maplestead lies on the northern 
border of Halstead parish, directly on the industrial corridor leading from 
there to Sudbury. Juliana may have been prompted to make this gift by her 
husband. 

William might in turn have been encouraged to do so by the king himself. 
In 1185, Henry II had been approached in support of the failing situation in 
the Holy Land by Heraclius, the Patriarch of Jerusalem, and Roger des Moulins, 
Grand Master of the Hospital. The king met them on 17 March at the Order's 
priory at Clerkenwell where, upon the advice of his barons, he agreed to 
provide support, but not leadership.4o The granting of Little Maplestead may 
be interpreted as a tacit expression of that support. William, son of Audelin, 
for his part, made his grant pro salute Hennci regis Anglie domini met, in London, 
on the eve of the anniversary of the king's visit to Clerkenwell two years before.41 
It is difficult to imagine that the Hospitallers themselves did not play the role 
of catalyst in this transaction. Within less than forty years, Little Maplestead 
would become the Order's second preceptory in Essex. By the middle of the 
thirteenth century, if not before, it had replaced Chaureth in that administra-
tive role. 

The Hospitallers sought to build demesne estates in the same fashion as 
the Templars. This objective would explain their initial flurry of activity 
around Chaureth, purchasing what was not immediately forthcoming in alms 
and undoubtedly negotiating with Sibyl de Bendaville for the mill in Broxted 
which she gave them soon after the death of Alfred her husband.42 However, 
the mill is not heard of again; the eighty acres in Chrishall which represented 
the first conveyance to the Order in Essex and were certainly administered 
by Chaureth, were leased out c. 1180 for the goodly sum of one silver mark 

37 Ibid., p. 4. 
38 M. Gervers, 'The Textile Industry in Essex in the Late 12th and 13th Centuries: A Study 

based on Occupational Names in Charter Sources', Essex Archaeology and History, 3rd ser., 20 (1989), 
34-73 (p. 44). 

39 SC, 91-4. See also ].H. Round, The King's Serjeants and Officers of State (London, 1911), 
pp.92-3. 

40 E.J. King, The Knights of St John in the British Empire (London, 1934), p. 18; H.E. Mayer, The 
Crusades, trans. J.B. Gillingham (Oxford, 1972), p. 136. 

4ISC, 91. 
42 PC, 114, 152. 
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annually and 20s down;43 there is no indication that the five-year lease of half 
a hide of land in Broxted, assumed by the Hospitallers in 1153, was ever 
renewed or that the land was otherwise made available to the Order.44 

In their drive to expand, the Hospitallers seem to have run quickly into three 
major problems. Firstly, their numbers were too small to administer scattered 
territorial acquisitions. Secondly, with relatively few twelfth-century exceptions, 
a good deal of the land obtained in Essex came to them in small parcels spread 
over at least 156 parishes.45 It was difficult to exploit such a dispersed demesne; 
if demesne it was, for much of what they received was customary land. Thirdly, 
the Hospitallers, unlike the Templars, do not appear to have had enough 
capital to lease or purchase extensive nucleated manors and were thus obliged 
to make do with what they could obtain in frankalmoin or through the purchase 
of small holdings. 

To make up for their lack of personnel the Hospitallers began during the 
1220s to employ estate agents to obtain lands as the basis for manorial growth. 
An appropriate choice of estate agent was someone who knew the local land 
market, was well respected and had no heirs. Two of the Hospitallers' three 
known agents in Essex met these qualifications. The first was John, son of Peter 
of Little Sampford, originally a tenant of Richard of Clare. 46 In 1233, John, now 
a tenant of the Hospitallers, granted the brethren 100 acres47 made up of 
modest parcels which other charters show he had been collecting since c. 1220.48 
During some thirteen years, John is recorded as having paid over £85 in entry 
fees alone for these properties. The sum seems large for someone who does 
not appear to have been a member of the nobility, unless, as we suspect, the 
funds were being provided by his new lords, the Hospitallers. 

The second estate agent was Simon of Odewell, who took his name from a 
manor in the parish of Gestingthorpe on the northern boundary of Little 
Maplestead where the Hospitallers had been granted the church and the viii 
in 1187.49 Of the seven churches granted to the Order in the county, only three 
were conveyed with land: Chaureth, which came with the land of Roger Pigot 
and soon became a preceptory; Fryerning, with the land of Henry son of 
Alfred, was supplemented some fifteen years later with half the manor; and 
Little Maplestead. The combined gift of a church and land prepared the 
ground for the foundation of a preceptory. Fryerning was probably excluded 
because it was too far from the Order's growing northern agricultural estates 
and was under the jurisdiction of Clerkenwell. Little Maplestead seems to have 

43SC,219. 
44 See SC, 361 and above p. 7. 
45 See the list in SC, pp. xlix-Iii and 14 others in the PC. 
46 For more on John, see SC, pp. xl-xli. 
47 SC, 908. 
48 SC, nos 918-23, 927, 928, 933. 
49 See above, p. 10. 
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remained dormant for some thirty-five years,50 but c. 1225 X 1230, a grant of 
land in Gestingthorpe was made 'to the brethren [of the Hospital] at 
Maplestead,.51 Once the preceptory had been founded, the Order turned to 
Simon of Ode well to help them build the estate. There are no grants by Simon 
to the Order in its great Cartulary of 1442, but his name is mentioned in 107 
of the entries in that part of it reserved for Essex and known as the secunda 
camera.52 In eighty-two of these he is cited as the recipient of rents, services, 
property and rights thereto in Hinckford Hundred and in Sudbury across the 
River Stour in Suffolk. In 1242, shortly before his death c. 1245, Simon and 
his childless wife, Margaret, are recorded in the Feet of Fines for Essex as 
granting to the Hospitallers 350 acres ofland and 5t marks in rents in Hinckford 
Hundred and in Sudbury. 53 In exchange, the Order granted Simon and 
Margaret, for life, its manor at Coddenham, Suffolk, with land at Claydon, and 
one mark and two robes annually. 54 Simon had worked hard for the Order during 
at least the last decade of his life, providing it with the best it could have hoped 
for under the circumstances: that is, a much-fragmented estate spread over more 
than a dozen parishes in the neighbourhood of Little Maplestead.55 

Undoubtedly encouraged by the success of this type of cooperative venture, 
the Hospitallers directed their efforts along similar lines in the southern 
parishes of Aveley and Wennington. Both border on the northern bank of the 
Thames in Chafford Hundred, somewhat to the west of Grays Thurrock 
where the Order held the church. It was probably not so much the church at 
Grays which originally attracted the brethren to the region as the fact that, during 
the 1180s, Gilbert de Vere, shortly to become prior of the Order in England, 
granted them the manor of Rainham which bounded both Aveley and 
Wennington to the west.56 A century later, on 20 May 1285, John son of 
Geoffrey Enveyse, lord since 1281 of the manor of Enveyse in Wennington, 
was granted a licence from Edward I to convey in mortmain to the Hospitallers 
three messuages and two-and-a-half carucates of land in Aveley and 
Wennington.57 This transaction is significant, because it is the only known 
licence to transfer property in mortmain to the Order in Essex and one of the 
very few for England as a whole. The circumstances behind this exceptional 

50 Two small grants of land and rents in the parish were made to the Order between c. 1215 
and c. 1225 (SC, 95, 155). 

5ISC,720. 
52 BL, Cotton MS Nero E VI, fols 289-467, published as SC, cited in n. 10. 
53 EFF, 1, pp. 142-3, no. 177. 
54 SC, 770; see also SC, 769, 771. 
55 The Report of 1338 accounts for 180 acres of arable from Odewell manor (Larking and Kemble, 

p. 87), but even this holding was scattered. In the sixteenth century, Odewell manor lay in the 
parishes of Gestingthorpe, Castle Hedingham and Great Maplestead (Morant, 2, p. 308). 

56 Dugdale, 6, part 2, p. 808; Rot. m., p. 16. 
57 PC, 78. 
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transfer are shrouded in the uncertainties of history, but an explanation may 
be inferred from a series of documents in which the one recurring name is that 
of William Enveyse.58 William preceded John as lord of the manor. 

Of the fifty-seven entries under the Rainham titulusS9 of the prima camera 
in which the Aveiey/Wennington documents appear, William, and occasion-
ally members of his immediate family, are mentioned thirty-three times, 
mostly as recipients. The charters date from c. 1240 to 126960 and include no 
conveyances by William to the Hospitallers. William had three daughters,61 
but was widowed during the 1240s. It was probably at this point that he was 
approached by the Hospitallers to act for them as an estate agent, hence the 
series of documents starting c. 1240 in which he appears acquiring lands in the 
two parishes. Undoubtedly to the Order's chagrin, William remarriedc. 1251,62 
but there is no evidence of offspring and this second wife, Matilda, is not heard 
of after c. 1255.63 By c. 1265, William was married again, this time to Joan, who 
either brought a daughter, Emma, from a previous marriage or produced her 
with William.64 By 1281 William was dead.65 

That William, rather than John Enveyse, may be considered the original 
prospective donor of Enveyse lands in Aveley and Wennington is postulated 
from the similarities between him and the two estate agents described 
previously: John, son of Peter of Little Sampford, and Simon of Ode well. The 
absence of any gift by William to the Order suggests that he was engaged in 
consolidating the property to be transferred to it later in his life. The fact that 
the conveyance was not actually made by William can be attributed to two factors. 
Firstly, there were the consecutive marriages which might have complicated 
the eventual transfer. Secondly, and undoubtedly more significantly, there was 
the passage of the Statute of Mortmain in 1279.66 As a result, grants could no 
longer be made to religious houses without royal permission. William died within 
a year of the statute's promulgation and the Order, which before 1279 would 
have settled the transfer directly with the conveyor in his infirmity, was left, 
undoubtedly in this case with some anxiety, to wait for royal favour. There is 
every probability that the Hospitallers worked actively behind the scenes to 
see that it was granted, for three messuages and two-and-a-half carucates of 
land represented for them a very substantial conveyance indeed. 

Thus, in the second and third quarters of the thirteenth century, the Hos-
pitallers used estate agents to augment their holdings in piecemeal fashion in 

58 PC, 46-98 
59 This is tim/us XL on fols 185-200 of the primo camero, corresponding to PC, 44-100. 
60 PC, 48, 95. 
61 PC, 74, 76, 77. 
62 PC, 90; SC, 384. 
63 PC, 75. 
64 PC, 94, 95. 
65 PC, 62. 
66 For the effect of this statute on the growth of the Hospitallers' estate in Essex in general, 

see SC, pp. xlvi-xlvii. 
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areas designated for manorial development, that is, in Freshwell and Hinckford 
Hundreds in north-central Essex and in Chafford Hundred on the Thames. 
In many ways, the twelfth century had been more rewarding, for it was then 
that the HospitaIIers received most of their landed patrimony in nucleated grants. 
On the other hand, their original hopes of exploiting the landscape like the 
Templars were not to be fulfilled. In the end, they opted for growth in areas 
of high economic potential: northern Freshwell Hundred (Helion Bumpstead 
and the Sampfords) in reach of Haverhill market in Suffolk; Little Maplestead 
in the semi-rural industrial corridor between Sudbury and Halstead; and the 
riverine parishes of Chafford Hundred. The preceptory at Chaureth, which 
had been an administrative centre for at least seventy-five years, eventuaIly 
proved to be too secluded and was abandoned in that capacity by the middle 
of the thirteenth century.67 

The absence of royal patronage and of sufficient capital to lease or buy large 
nucleated estates is, we have seen, what distinguished the landed growth of 
the Hospitallers from that of the Templars. The differences are emphasized 
in the development of the Templar estates in Essex. By 1185 the Templars 
had added 152 acres in smaIl parcels, and the carucate in Finchingfield from 
Henry II, to the initial five hides granted to them at Cressing-Witham by Stephen 
and Matilda.68 They went on to acquire six other estates of varying sizes, all 
of them in the southern half of the county. One of these was Roydon church 
and manor, located north of London on the River Stort. It was granted to them, 
probably in the early 1170s, by Walter, son of Robert son of Richard, who had 
granted the churches of Woodham Walter and Burnham to the Hospitallers.69 
Walter's son, Robert, supplemented his father's grant with an additional 
carucate of land shortly after Walter's death in 1198.70 The extent of the 
manor is not known, but the rectory alone was valued at 20 marks in 1254,71 
and leased for 45 marks in 1313.72 

South of Roydon on both sides of the River Lea, the continuation of the 
Stort, lay the Templar estate of Edmonton (Middx)-Chingford.73 The Order 
acquired this holding at Easter 1270 from David of Strathbogie, eighth Earl 
of AthoIl, and his wife Isabel, daughter of Richard of Dover, whose inheritance 

67 On the preceptory, see SC, pp. liii-ix. 
68 Records of Templars, pp. 1-12. 
69 PC, 17. The conveyance of Roydon church co the Templars has previously been attributed 

to Walter's son, Robert, c. 1198-1202 (VCH Essex, 8, pp. 234, 238), but the papal confirmation of 
a quarter century earlier clearly indicates that this cannot have been the case. Walter's grant of 
Roydon church would appear to coincide with his conveyances to the Hospitallers of Woodham 
Walter and Burnham (above pp. 7-8). 

70 VCH Essex, 8, pp. 234, 238. 
71 VCH Essex, 8, p. 238. 
72 Calendar of Fine Rolls, 2 (1307-19) (London: PRO, 1912), p. 180. 
73 The chief messuage consisted of 310 acres of arable, 57! acres of meadow, 25 acres of 

pasture, 100 acres of wood and a watermill. The church of Ching ford, which the Templars also 
held, had an annual value of 17 marks (PC, 15). 
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it was. The Templars were to pay 1d per year for the first eighteen years and 
£18 annually thereafter.74 By 1309, Isabel's heirs are reported to have been 
receiving from the Order the considerable rental of £40 annually. 75 

A third Templar holding on both sides of the same watercourse, this time 
only one parish north of the Thames, was at Hackney (Middx)-Ruckholt (in 
Ley ton). The earliest evidence of the Templars there is in 1231 when they 
acquired the rights to six acres of land in Hackney for half a mark, 76 and in 
1232 when they paid 16 marks for half a hide in the same parish.77 In 1308, 
the estate was valued at just over 24 marks.78 

Like the Hospitallers, the Templars were attracted to the parishes of 
Chafford Hundred on the Thames. They received a tenement and a mill at 
Purfleet in West Thurrock from Thomas de Briancon before 1175.79 Little more 
is known before 1309, when it is recorded that their manor at Purfleet had a 
total income of £13 ISs 9d and a net value of £8 6s td.8o 

The origins of the Templars' manors in nearby Rainham are not documented, 
but on the manor of Berwick an enumeration of tithes made under Hospitaller 
administration in 1315 indicates that they held a chapel,81 42s in rents, 5s in 
pleas and perquisites of court, and 146t acres of arable (including the reclaimed 
marsh). They also had unspecified amounts of land in fifteen other crofts and 
fields.82 No valuation of the property is given. It is likely that the Templars 
also held the manor of Moorhall in Rainham which, in 1333, consisted of 159 
acres of arable and one-and-a-half acres of meadow. 83 

The last estate which can be identified as having been built up by the 
Templars was at Sutton in Rochford Hundred. Sutton stands between the River 
Roach and the mouth of the Thames in south-eastern Essex. Produce from 
Templar lands there or in neighbouring parishes had easy access by water to 
London. The manor, which included 560 acres ofland, was valued at over 62 
marks in 1309.84 

74 EFF, I, p. 270, no. 1608. 
75 PC, 15. 
76 PC, 3. 
77 PC, 2. 
78 In 1307-8 the Order held 39t acres of meadow, five acres of pasture, two watermills, rents, 

mowing services for 12 acres of meadow and perquisites of court (PC, 7). 
79 PC, 102. 
80 The manor included a messuage, a dovecote, a watermill and 66t acres of land. Rents from 

free tenements spread over five parishes were worth £6 6s td, while perquisites of court with view 
of frankpledge were worth half a mark annually (PC, 106). 

81 PC, 108. 
82 PC, 107. This land was held by the Templars from the thirteenth century 'and perhaps earlier' 

according to VCH Essex, 7, p. 130 n. 2. 
83 PC, 101. 
84 PC, 30. The manor is described as containing a messuage, three gardens, a dovecote, 360 

acres of profitable land, 130 acres of arable marshland, 1St acres of mowing meadow, SO acres of 
wood, a windmill, and pasture in the marsh for 440 ewes. There were rents of assize worth £6 7s 
1 d and other minor rents, perquisites of court worth 2s annually, a chapel, and the majority of the 
tithes from the demesne lands. 
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The origin of this manor seems to lie in a conveyance of 180 acres made by 
Richard ofCornard and Lucy his wife in 1227, for which the Templars paid 
one mark down and a modest annual rent of 12d. 85 Three years later, Richenda, 
wife of Robert Grapnell, sold the Templars the third part of a marsh which 
she claimed as dower for 40s.86 They paid 20s for one-and-a-half acres of 
woodland in 1248,87 and SO marks to Constable Hugh of Epping in 1281 for 
two messuages and seventy-two acres of land. 88 They were still expanding the 
estate as late as 1305, when they were granted a royal licence to acquire eighty-
eight acres in Great Sutton from Robert of Witham, clerk.89 Although some 
property was transferred to the Templars in frankalmoin, much of it was 
clearly purchased. 

There are a number of important points to be made from this brief consid-
eration of the Templars' patrimony in Essex. In the first place, all of their estates 
were situated on major rivers permitting direct access to London. This gen-
eralization includes Cressing-Witham, with access via the Rivers Brain and 
Blackwater to the North Sea at Maldon which lay 10 km downstream.9o 
Secondly, there is evidence, and in the cases of Edmonton-Chingford, Hackney-
Ruckholt and Little Sutton ample proof, that the Templars acquired these 
estates largely through purchase rather than in frankalmoin. It would seem that, 
with the exception of Finchingfield, they exploited their own demesne. The 
barns at Cressing-Witham are the most obvious surviving evidence of this fact. 
Templar barns have not survived elsewhere, but it is known that the brethren 
had mills almost everywhere that they established themselves in order to 
grind their own corn. Their consistent approach to estate building, that is the 
acquisition, where necessary by purchase, of nucleated manors with access to 
water transportation and the London market, demonstrates their organizational 
skills, their strong financial backing and business acumen, and their commitment 
to efficient agrarian exploitation. This efficiency is confirmed by the exclusion 
of what to them was a landlocked holding in Finchingfield, a large carucate 
estimated at 240 acres of land granted to them by King Henry 1I.91 By 1185, 
the land was leased at farm for £11 annually.92 

The Hospitallers would have been only too delighted to receive grants like 
these, which the Templars considered second rate. The fact that the Hospi-

85 EFF, 1, p. 78, no. 203. 
86 EFF, 1, p. 86, no. 276. The extent describes this land as one of three marshes, the total combined 

acreage of which was 130 acres (PC, 30). 
87 EFF, 1, p. 171, no. 961. 
88 EFF, 2, p. 29, no. 153A. 
89 PC, 29. 
90 In 1185, all Saturday carrying services were to Maldon, and c. 1258 to Maldon or Colchester 

or Chelmsford (Britnell, p. 19; Records o/Temp/ors, pp. 5, 6; PRO DL 4314/1, mm.ld). 
91 Records o/Temp/ors, p.lxxxiii. 
92 Records o/Temp/ors, p. 12.240 acres leased at £11 annually works out at lid per acre. The Report 

of 1338 accounts for 600 acres of arable in Cressing-Witham at 12d per acre. Other arable there 
was valued at 6d and 8d per acre (Larking and Kemble, p. 168). 



PRO DEFENSIONE TERRE SANCTE 17 

tallers only occasionally acquired extensive estates leads to the question of how 
they exploited their otherwise small and fragmented property holdings. Could 
they, with their limited numbers, afford to manage these holdings by any other 
means than to lease them out? It would seem that sometimes they did, but 
their manors were obviously a less efficient source of income than were those 
of the Templars. For one thing the Hospitallers were unable to match the size 
and topographic unity of the Templar holdings. As a result, it would seem that, 
in northern Essex at least, the Hospitallers settled for supplying such local 
markets as Haverhill, Sudbury and Halstead, while the Templars directed much 
of their effort to supplying the London market. On the other hand, the Hos-
pitallers, like the Templars in Finchingfield, readily leased out their holdings. 
In fact, the content of their charters suggests that most of the income they raised 
in Essex derived from rents.93 ) 

Rents notwithstanding, there is ample indication that the Hospitallers did 
carry on husbandry on their larger estates. The prior is cited as tilling 'with 
his own plough-teams [canais']' in Rainham in 1219,94 and the brethren as turning 
with their own plough (cum caroga sua) at Helion Bumpstead c. 1270.95 In both 
cases, such ploughing would have been performed by customary tenants. Also 
at Helion Bumpstead, in 1254, the Order conveyed a load of wheat in recognition 
of a quitclaim.96 In 1263, the Order undertook to purchase for a year the fruits 
of forty-two acres of land in the same parish in anticipation of acquiring the 
property.97 Only once is a grant in kind recorded as having been made to the 
brethren in northern Essex, which further suggests that they were provided 
for by the fruits of their own demesne there.98 References to rights of access, 
carriage and passage, and to the granting of tracks and ways, provide additional 
indication of exploitation. These are particularly numerous for the manor of 
Odewell in Gestingthorpe which was administered from the adjacent preceptory 
at Little Maplestead. In the earliest of these, c. 1220 X 1230, Gilbert, son of 
Walter of Odewell, conveyed to the Order four acres with a way through his 
land ad faciendum canagium suum de predicta terra usque ad publicum vicum.99 The 
public way ran between Gestingthorpe and Little Maplestead and carriage to 
it from the field must imply the transport of agricultural products. Even as late 
as 1383, the prior's right to drive per quecumque anima/ia de Mape/lrestede paroa 

93 SC, p. Ixix. 
94 EFF, 1, p. 56, no. 57. 
95SC, 139. 
96SC, 451. 
97 SC, 488. 
98 SC, 144 (dated 1275), in which six quarters of grain are conveyed to the preceptor at Little 

Maplestead. Expenditures listed in the Report of 1338 for produce to support the household at 
the preceptory of Little Maplestead are probably only an accounting device to indicate the value 
of provender raised on an operational demesne (SC, pp. Ixix-Ixx) 

99SC, 723. 
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versus Oddewelle is confirmed, 100 indicating that some degree of animal husbandry 
was carried on at Little Maplestead. In 1333 the Order leased the manor of 
Moor Hall in Rainham with its stock for five years. 101 Other signs of demesne 
development lie in the acquisition of rights to raise hedges and ditches. These 
also concern the area around Little Maplestead and date principally to the period 
c. 1230 to c. 1255 when the brethren were increasing their landed estate in the 
vicinity of the new preceptory.102 

Reference has been made above to the possible existence of prioral properties, 
that is, holdings for which the prior rather than the General Chapter of the Order, 
was directly responsible. In this context we may cite Gilbert de Vere's grant 
of the manor of Rainham to the Hospitallers sometime in the 1180s, probably 
when he became a member of the Order. In view of the Order's contempo-
rary interest in obtaining land in the riverine parishes of Chafford Hundred, 
there may even be a link between the gift and Gilbert's apparently meteoric 
rise to the priorship in 1195. No evidence concerning the details of that 
conveyance has survived, which is doubly unfortunate because the manor of 
Rainham may have been the Hospitaliers' most important holding in the 
county and because there are indications that it was prioral property. If this 
were indeed the case, Gilbert would have been able, after joining the Order, 
to maintain a personal interest in the estate which he had donated. When he 
became prior, a precedent would have been set whereby subsequent priors 
retained a similar interest in the property. If Rainham manor were reserved 
for the prior from the time of Gilbert's grant, it is possible that the documents 
pertaining to it were kept separate from those concerning properties admin-
istered by a preceptory or by Clerkenwell itself, and that this prioral archive 
has been lost. It may be noted in support of this hypothesis that the properties 
accounted for under the Rainham heading in the Report of 1338 seem to refer 
to the assemblage in Aveley and Wennington attributed above to the estate 
agent William Enveyse, and not to the gift of Gilbert de Vere. 103 

The Hospitallers' holdings in Rainham, including the thirteenth-century 
acquisitions in Aveley and Wennington, and in the parish of Fryerning where 
they also held the church, were their only important manorial estates in the 
southern half of the county before the absorption of Templar lands after 
1312. /04 Other properties in that region were churches appropriated by 
Clerkenwell, to which the churches ofChaureth and Stebbing in the north were 

100 SC, 901. 
101 The stock consisted of two cart-horses, three oxen, one bull and 20 cows, six stotts, five calves, 

two rams, two muttons and 133 ewes (PC, 101). 
102 SC, pp. lxxiii-lxxiv. 
103 Larking and Kemble, p. 94. The amounts of land cited in the Report and in the Enveyse 

conveyance are generally similar. Furthermore, there is no separate reference to lands in Aveley 
or Wennington in the Report. 

104 Hospitaller holdings at Abridge in Lambourne (Ongar Hd.) were administered from Little 
Maplestead (Larking and Kemble, p. 87). 
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added. The demesne lands in the parish of Fryerning and in Chafford Hundred 
represented the Hospitallers' response to supplying Clerkenwell, and especially 
the prior's table, with provisions. 

It is initially surprising that there is no evidence of cooperation or collabo-
ration between the Hospitallers and Templars in Essex, nor even a reference 
to one order holding property which bounded on that of the other. The two 
seem to have maintained entirely separate existences, their common cause 
notwithstanding. On the other hand, they were clearly competitors for land, 
income and prestige wherever they went, hence they would have wanted to 
make manifest their differences. Patronage in the long run, therefore, was 
probably determined by personal preference for one order over the other. Future 
research may conclude that politics played a role as well. We know already that 
the Templars were more favoured by royalty than were the Hospitallers. Such 
differences in patronage were significant for not only did they lead to the superior 
wealth of the Templars, but also to the way in which each order would acquire 
and manage its properties. The dissimilarities of their economies becomes 
strikingly apparent in the fact that the Templars' Essex patrimony included 
at least thirteen mills lO5 and only three churches, 106 while the Hospitallers held 
seven churches and only two or three mills.I07 The Templars were staunch 
manorialists; the Hospitallers were predominantly farmers of rents and tithes. 

When the Templars were suppressed in 1312 and the Hospitallers became 
heir to their estates, the Hospitallers were confronted with the management 
of an economy which in many ways was foreign to them. Rather than attempt, 
in the second quarter of the fourteenth century, to amend their established 
methods of exploitation and become husbandmen, the Hospitallers did what 
they knew best with the Templar lands: for the most part, they rented them 
out. I08 

105 The Templars had two mills at Chingford (PC, 15), five at Cressing-Witham (SC, 83, 85), 
half a mill at Finchingfield (Records of Temp lars, p. 12), two at Hackney-Ley ton (PC, 7), one at Rainham 
(PC, 107; Larking and Kemble, p. 94), one at Roydon (PC, 18), one at Little Sutton (PC, 30), and 
one at West Thurrock (PC, 105, 106; Larking and Kemble, p. 95). 

106 Chingford (PC, 15), Roydon (PC, 17,33) and Cressing (SC, 1,2). 
107 PC, 111; SC, 52, 388; EFF, 1, pp. 55-6, no. 57. 
108 Between 1315 and 1358 the Hospitallers were responsible for renting out property in 

Hackney, Middx (PC, 4 [1345], 5 [1349]), Chingford (PC, 13 and 14 [1325]), Little Sutton (Larking 
and Kemble, p. 170 [1338]; PC, 31 [1395]), at Berwick (VCH Essex, 7, p. 130 [fourteenth century]) 
and Moor Hall (PC, 101 (1333), 108 [1315]) in Rainham, and at Purfleet (ColendorofClose Rolls, 
Edward III, 8 (London: PRO, 1905), p. 160 [1346]) and Bayhouse (PC, 104 [1358]) in West 
Thurrock. The church of Roydon had been appropriated to Clerkenwell by 1338 (Larking and 
Kemble, p. 95), and the rectory was leased at term in 1390 if not before (PC, 18 [1390]). This accounts 
for all the Templar estates in southern Essex. Cressing-Witham was the exception, still being 
managed as a manorial estate in 1338(Larking and Kemble, pp. 168-9) and undoubtedly until 
the mid 1370s when efforts by the papacy to reform the Order encouraged the leasing of all 
Hospitaller lands at farm (]. Glenisson, 'L'enquete pontificale de 1373 sur les possessions des 
Hospitaliers de Saint-Jean de Jerusalem', Bibliotheque de I'Ecole des Charles, 129, 1971, pp. 83-111 
(esp. pp. 83-4». Witham manor was clearly being leased out by the Hospitallers in 1397 (SC, 82). 
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Despite their differences, the Hospitallers held the Templars in high regard, 
especially after 1312. Their inheritance offormer Templar properties added 
to their prestige, not so much because they became greater landlords but 
because it was an honour to follow in the footsteps of so noble a body. That 
they bore the Templar example as a standard is clearly exhibited in the orga-
nization of the Hospitaller archives. In the compilation of the great Cartulary 
of 1442, Templar documents, where they existed, were placed at the head of 
each topographic titulus, followed by the Hospitaller records. 

In conclusion we may cite a case in the 1370s where the prior was accused 
by the Crown of illegally entering thirty acres of land and meadow in Chingford. 
The prior, who claimed that the property constituted his Order's rightful 
inheritance from the Templars, was supported by the jury. It was thereupon 
agreed that the Hospitallers should hold the land of the king by the same service 
as the Templars had previously, that is, by the sustenance of the blessed poor 
and by the celebration of masses for the defence of the Holy Land. 109 Spiritual 
defence was not what the military orders were known for, but the Hospitallers 
could comply while raising funds from the land in su pport of their continuing 
mission in the eastern Mediterranean. 

109 PC, 16. 
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